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ON OUR COVER
Last salute to an American legend

This portrait of General Leon Johnson painted in 1958, hung in the den of his

home for many years. He instructed his family to
ment in the Mighty Eighth Alr Force Museum ir
sented by his daughter Susan Johnson Van

sent it for permanent place
nnah Georgia. It u
e of Major General Houyt

Johnson's death at

(5 [re

Vandenberg after the opening of the Muset

the age of 93, marks the end of an era. The former commander of the Norfolk
based 14th Combat '.'.'_-n.___‘- who rose to become the first chief of the post-war 3rd
USAF responsible for engineering the return of American forces to East Anglia
was the last surviving member of the small band of senior officers who helped

establish the “Mighty Eighth” in England in 1942

HE WAS A MAN AMONG MEN

- - -
Mission Bﬂefi%
- The Historical Society’s
elected President Norm Grant has
been in close touch with all of the
Board and Committee members
these past months, so when THE
call came in mid-December I
thought it was just another update
as usual. The voice on the tele-
phone from Minnesota said “Walt,
we have been looking at proposals from half a
dozen printing companies for the Society
Newsletter and we have chosen Ambrose Printing
in Nashville to publish the 8th AF NEWS. Would
vou be the local contact for the publication?” It is
true that for several years | had been Editor of the
Chapter Newsletter, and it is true that |1 am the
newest member of the Board of Directors of the
Historical Society: but to try and follow Jim Hill's
vears of superb publications was a staggering
thought. After a brief discussion, | accepted the
position as Interim Editor and | consider it an
honor to try and follow in the footsteps of Jim Hill
and previous editors of the NEWS.

Since that talk with Norm and with subsequent
calls of encouragement from other close friends in
the Society, | have re-read all of Jim's Newsletters
and the recent fine issue by Art and Carolyn
Swanson as well as all of the compiled issues back
to the founding of the Society. We have the
expert services of Donna Neely of Ambrose
Printing, who has 22 years of publishing experi-
ence herself, to organize and produce layouts for
the magazine, and to assure their high quality
printing and the mailouts. Donna and [ will work
together as a “maximum effort” to produce future
issues.

It is now that I need your help. Last week the
UPS arrived with three big boxes containing the
computer, monitor, and files of the HS NEWS from
Jim Hill. Art and Carolyn have forwarded mail
daily with articles and items of news. | need to
receive articles and notices of interesi from vou
and personal stories which may be considered for
print, Taps notices, letters, and all the other items
which we want to include in the NEWS. Please be
sure to put me on your list to get a copv of vour
Chapter or Unit Newsletter so | can abstract items
from them. Send them to the address below. Look
for my e-mail address in the next issue. Be sure to
forward vour Chapter and Unit activities and infor-
mation to Committee Chairman Jim Erskine.

I am looking forward enthusiastically to the chal-
lenge presented and assure you that our Society
will continue to have the number one Veteran's
Group Newsletter in the country. With vour help,
together we will Keep ‘em Flying!

M Zo

Walt Brown, Interim Editor
Ewell Farm

2340 Sugar Ridge Road
Spring Hill, TN 37174
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FRESIDENTS MESSNGR.

By Norm Grant
President of Eighth Air Force Historical Society

The following message 1s directed to all Chapter Presidents. Unit
Contacts, Board of Directors and Committee persons and 1 would like 1o
share 1t \\11]1 all members of the *Mightyv Eighth”

The first 120 days of vour new administration has been most electrifving.
[he lntur\. notes, phone calls, and taped messages. from Coast to Coast
ind Border to Border, have been heart-warming, and reflect a very posi-

tive future for our Society. The otfering of cooperation and reunitication

of many who had stepped aside over the past few vears speaks well for

the perpetuation of our organization. It 1s in that perpetuation that &

we the first line of offense to bring back to our fold those who for many reasons have gone their sep-

\ll rect ‘.i'l s ]\.'T ter.

We, vou and L. all of us, chosen to lead and give assistance and direction,

wate wayvs either singularly or collectively. First and most important is our personal attitude. We
must, as the old song savs *Accentuate the Positive, Eliminate the Negative.” Let all whom we con-
tact, whether 8th Air Force Historical Society member, potential member, whether 8th Air Force
veteran, or possibly associate member, be impressed with our enthusiasm for our “Mighty Eighth.”
People are usually, “Down on what they are not up on”, so communication is important, both verbal
ind written. Just, *Walk, Talk, and Tell the Truth” about our Society. Why we were formed, why we
continue to exist, even into the twilight vears of those of us who wrote the history of the “Might
Eighth.”

[here are stull hundreds of members of units, Bomb Groups and Fighter Groups, who are not mem-
bers of the Sth Air Force Historical Societys a perfect place to start with our positive picture of the
Society. Thev must be asked to join, they have to be given reasons to join. If vou tell the positive of
our Society with enthusiasm vou will make the sale.

Let me close this communication by encouraging each of vou to plan on attending the annual
reuntions, and encourage members of vour Chapter and Units to do the same. The joy of again meet-
ing old friends, sharing remembrances, recalling friends and crew members who are now gone, help
us to realize how short the span of life really is. Your attendance will be fun for vou, bringing renew-

1 of old wcquaintances or creation of new t‘]‘l‘\."”l.]“}‘“}‘\ ind pri for others

ibers meet each other again atter 2

who attend. One of the great jovs is to see old friends. Crew mem
span of time, some covering 1l| of the past 50 plus vears. You cnu]Ll lw one of those old friends or
crew members., Wouldn't that be a thrill?

So join with me and vour I»-n'J to ;"1'11‘--' together a more cohesive Sociery. [ want to meet vou,
shake vour hand. be vour friend. Will vou give me that pleasure? Be in attendance at our annual
relnion.

May good health be a constant companion tor vou and vour loved ones all through the vear.

In triendship, :7/,4',;_,-"/
g

“The Mighty Eighth”




3 P) r clt
J\J D ERS
— -t

o)

by Arthur E. Swanson
Membership Records Manager

We've been busy with the annual dues
receipts and especially want to thank all
who returned their cards with their pay-
ments. It makes the process move along
much easier and faster. The response to
our request was the best ever.

The contributions to help the Society
meet its pledge of $75.000 made by the
Board of Directors for the Memorial
Chapel Fund Drive at The Mighty Eighth
Air Force Memorial Museum were excel-
lent. We are pleased to report that the
donations now exceed the $75,000
When the Memorial Chapel is completed
at the Heritage Museum, the names of all
who sent contributions will be inscribed in
the Roll of Honor volume to be placed in
the Chapel activities.

And a big THANK YOU to those in
charge of membership in the chapters
and units who forwarded corrections,

LOST LOST LOST!

address changes, and especially the
names of those members who are
deceased but who were still on the mem-
bership rolls. In most instances we have
no way of knowing of a member’s death
unless we are advised by the
chapter/unit, especially Life Members. If
the Member was in Good Standing, we
can extend a complimentary membership
to the widow, if she requests it, in accor-
dance with our By-Laws. It should be
mentioned that Life Membership does not
extend to the widow or any other family
member, but the widow is eligible for life
membership upon payment of the applic-
able fee based on the deceased Life
Member's age, less $25.00

Sadly, in the five month period from
September 1, 1997 to January 31, 1998,
the names of 372 deceased members
have been removed from the Roster, and
on behalf of the Society we extend our
sincerest sympathy to the families

The Society cookbook has not been for-

gotten. Carolyn has begun work on it and
will keep you informed on its progress
We especially appreciate the kind notes
and telephone calls complementing us on
our efforts in getting the November issue
of the BAF NEWS published. It was time-
consuming. but a labor of love for our
Editor Emeritus, Jim Hill. Please keep
him in your thoughts and prayers

4444

Mail for the following Life Members has been returned as undeliverable at the last known address.

DO YOU KNOW WHERE THEY ARE?

If so, please contact Arthur E. Swanson, PO Box 340, Strasburg, PA 17579 with information.

Bass. Thomas E.. AP Associate

Behrmann, L/C John M.. Coral Gables FL. 938G

Kuemmerle, Walter £. Mays Landing N) 20FG

Lambert. Hugh N..

Cherokee NC 379BG

Bryant, Bert £.. Rockford IL 7thPHOTO

Buckley, Anthony L., Natick MA 3058G

Burris, M/Gen Rupert H.. Mount Holly AR 486BG
Chase Everett, S.. Weare NH 486BG

Clarac, Edward H., Jr. Galveston TX 351BG

Cohen, Gilbert G., Indianapolis IN 339FG

Dean. Fred M., Hilton Head Island SC 31FG

Driscoll, Roland 8., Cape May Court House NJ 08210
Eabersole, Howard R.. Flushing MI 3928G

Fischer, Frederick G., Fair Lawn NJ Associate
Fisher, John M., Mt Vision NY 928G
Fontaine, George C., Dedham MA 3798G

Goldsmith, Robert M., Yuma AZ 447BG
Goodden, Frank. Parkville MO 390BG
Gregg, E Stuart Jr, Hilton Head Island SC 55FG
Groover, Darrell B., Savannah GA Associate
Hale, Dr. Glenn H., Tulsa OK 3908G

Hale. Kenneth V.. Lackawanna NY 1008G
Halland, Oreal H.. Thief River Falls. MN 1AD
Hampton. Kenneth R.. Eatontown N) 3798G
Hartman. Richard A.. Oakland CA 353FG
Helm, Cleotis N.. Honolulu HI 4578G
Houghten, Robert L., Bethesda, MD 4528G
Howe, Robert £.. Kirkwood Mo 486BG
Huber, John O.. Los Angeles CA 7thPHOTO
Karpf. Harry L., Loke Worth FL 92BG

Lauridsen. Carl A.. Bellevue WA OBD2V
Lemley, Edwin 8., Jr, Bradenton FL 351BG
Madigan, Thomas. Huntington Beach CA 457BG
Mc Horse, Claud D., Shreveport LA 3988G

Mc Laughlin, Alfred R.. Torrington WY 7th PHOTO
Miller, William £, Tucson AZ 303BG

Murphy. Robert C.. Summerfield FL. 388BG
Palmer, H Stanley, North Vassalboro ME 958G
Pearson. John M.. Lambert MS 958G

Petrick. George R.. Las Vegas NV 3058G
Quinton, James R.. Dixon IL 4528G

Rivers, Robert W., Orcutt CA 52FG

Rudolph. €d. Atlanta GA BthVeteran
Sassaman, Dean. Michigan City IN 447BG
Schultz, Aaron C.. High Point NC 3898G
Scott, R, Q.. Collins MS 045DV

Spansel, Kaye M., Palo Alto CA 401BG

Swift. Jonathan. Kennesaw GA 303BG
Townshend. George A.. Vienna WV 8HQ
Walker. B/Gen Marshall E.. Rock Hill SC 948G
Walzberg. Vincent G.. Fresno CA 3858G
Webber. David D., Seattle WA 95 BG
Weinberg, Bernard B., Fayetteville NC 4578G
White, Clifton £. Greenwich CT 390BG

Winter, Glenn £E., New Port Richey FL 3908G
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TREASURER’S REPORT

It is the avowed aim of your Officers
and Directors to provide our Society
with an administration that is positive in
its approach, open and attentive to the
interests of all our members. Your
Treasurer iz certainly prepared to see
that the financial affairs of the Society
are conducted in that same manner.

Furthermore, It is our intention to pro-
vide that the Society has the very best
in accaunting records. accounting con-
trols to preserve the assets of the Society and reporting which
provides full disclosure of Society expenditures and receipts.

In accordance with the recommendations of the Society's audi-
tors, in their report dated March 19, 1997, we have attempted to
provide better fiscal controls by separating, insofar as is possi-
ble. the handling of funds and the record-keeping for funds
Because of the widespread operations of the Society, this has
not been fully achieved. However, you can be sure that every
effort is being made to provide good control over the Socisty's
assels

Please let me hear from you if you have any questions regard-
Ing the financial affairs of our Society.

N. Kenneth Nail, Treasurer

PUBLIC RELATIONS

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
In the By-laws of the Bth AFHS, the first purpose of the Society is:
TO PERPETUATE THE HISTORY OF THE 8th AIR FORCE

AND MEMORY OF LOST COMRADES
One of the most obvious places for the history of the 8th Air Force
to be represented is in the various Air Museums throughout the
United States. It would be desirable to have a representative of the
Bth Air Force Historical Society in contact with each museum
throughout the country. Such a representative could:

‘Follow-up on information sent or available from our Information
Manager.

*Seek permission for displaying membership applications for the
Bth AFHS.

*Make recommendations on ways we could enhance the
museum'’s coverage of the 8th Air Force in WWII

“Be the 8th AFHS contact with that museum.

Those interested, please send your name, address and telephone
numbper, with the Air Museum that you would like cover to:
Dick Baynes 71 Nighthawk Irvine, CA 92604-3683

ELECTION NOTICE

Nonunation tor candidates tor election 1o the Board of Directors of
the Sth Air Forcee H storical Sociery must be in the hands ot the
Secretary no later than April 15, 1998, The following information
must be :|:L|..|. [ with the nommnanon:

Tull name of persein :'_|||:_; 10minated

1 AFHS membership number

Nominee's complete address

\lll-' CEUNIYe O nonmee

‘Full name and address ot nominator

\I' ii"l 1O » Mt I".. o \l'li:‘ i'llll'l]l'\'l -||l]| LNt ' 'I'.‘l\]f'_' ||‘|l
IHe secratary will send all nominations to the Nominating
Committee. Nominations recerved by the Seeretare atrer April 13,
Y98, or anv nominations without complete imformation will not be
wid] ~il|."'\'\|.
send all nominanons to: Richard C. Bavnes, Secretary,
sth AFHS 71 Nighthawk. [rvine, CA 92624-36383

CHAPTER AND UNIT DEVELOPMENT
AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Chapter and Unit Development Committee and the Unit
Advisory Committee have been combined and are now The
Chapter and Unit Development and Advisory Committee. Jim
Erskine has been appointed by President Norm Grant to be
Chairman. Any correspondence concerning the Units or Chapters
should be addressed to him. Also, the Chapter News for the 8th Air
Force News will now be sent to him. Due to the limited space for
the Chapter News it must be requested that your items be kept to
no more than 100 words so they do not have to be edited. ltems
will be put in the column as they are received and as space allows.
Any questions or comments from the units or chapters coming to
the committee will be answered by the committee or forwarded to
the proper person. If you think something Is wrong please state
what you think the solution should be. Jim's address is listed under
STAFF in the inside front cover of this book.

SEND INFORMATION TO JIM ERSKINE

“FROM THE
INFORMATION MANAGE

The winter months are usually the slow-
est time of the year, with Thanksgiving,
X-mas etc. However, we still average 4-5
pieces of mail each day, with an equal
amount of telephone calls. Lately, the
mail from overseas has increased, with
most coming from Germany. In some
cases, their info Is better than ours. [t
has been said that the Germans are
meticulous record keepers-| believe it.
On page 28, of the last issue of the Newsletter, an article
appeared regarding a P-51 Mustang pilot who dipped his wings
to a German on the ground, while on a mission over Germany.
Believe it or not one of our members wrote and said he was that
pilot. A copy of his letter was sent to Germany.
The 1-800 is active and we now have the cost down to 11 cents
per minute. Chapters needing promotional material should con-
tact us. Although as mentioned in the last newsletter. a return
should be expected, |.e. new members. Call or write us for
hints on how to accomplish this. A Web site. e-Mail and the
Internet should be in place by the end of February. We will keep
you advised. We have a new supply of applications. If you need
some, contact us. We do have a Fax number, 612-222-7781
Daon't hesitate to use it. We look forward to 1998

Ed Kueppers

Historical Society Information Manager

February 1998 (98-1)

CALL FOR CHAPLAINS

This issue features Earl Wassom's column How Acout 17 which
he has written for several years as Chaplain of the Tennessee
Chapter. When Earl was appointed Chaplain, member Clyde
White of the 390th BG noted that Earl would make a good chap-
lain since he flew in B-24's during the war. The NEWS would
appreciate any of you who have served as chaplains in
Chapters, Units, or on air bases to submit similar material for
future issues. Send your articles/photos to the Editor.




ssHIER :

1998 Big year at Hen'tage Museum

The new vear 1998 will be a busy vear at The Mighty Eighth A
Foree Hermtage Museum.

“We are I.uul n
Shuler. Jr.

(W) ]',‘]L"'L'\! seVe '.“l NeEwW exi

said L.
“We

I 00 sen L'I']l more,

1 1998,

Gen, E.G.

1AVE JUST
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H\.:'HUL Museum Chairman .1|u| CEO.
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Museum will definitely be the place to E\' in 19981

e museum has added a pristine condition PT-17 Stearman bi-
wing tramer aireralt to the Combar l||||._' courtesy of Alaban
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oren

il soon
to the Hertage

Ben Russell who tlew it to Savannah.

1 B-47 Stratojet
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more. In addioon., the 18th Wearher 1ibit 1 now com-
plete and ready for viewing,
“We will soon begin work to imiprove the post=-war exhibit area,
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A Command. wdd

more plagues and memorials to the Memorial Gardens, We have
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1.622 names and will the original
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|||\ con p'\ ted in December. 1997 s the African-Americans in
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open and be dedicated in February. Also in February Astronau
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Force triends from all over the country.,

The Hertage Museum will host at Jeast eting
ot SAF bomber garoups, |I__'! ter groups and 1154
throughout the vear, These groups already have reserved their days

e Museum tot

194N,

We also have a few other surprises up our sleeves tor 1998, said
Shuler. “so no doubrt 1t will rv busy vear at the Hertage
.\-]'.n“'_'l.. n ..||:L: wWe I"l ']'. |.|'|-'\\ ]Il: T l'-l""-‘.“'.:-' CUHTTTNE -.|‘|. | "]"i‘.:.‘

BIG HERITAGE MUSEUM SECOND
ANNIVERSARY EVENT IN MAY

Mark vour calendars and make vour motel reservanions!!! The
Mighty Eighth Air Force Hertage Museum will hold its second
annual anniversary celebration ar the museum on Mav 15 and 16.
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mon newsletter n|11|\|'\ nd to the 8th AF | [|~'w cal Soctery and
2nd Air Division newsletter editors, We are looking for a hig crowd
to help celebrate the Heritage Museum’s second birthda !

96th BOMB GROUP DEDICATES
MEMORIAL CHAPEL GLASS WINDOW

] | 4 “I'ﬂ!! E!l:.llfll Ciron ip

Memorial Assoctanon

recently donated this
replica of a stained glass
L iI i]."\‘- mn |-_].|.||L| =
the 96th base during
WWII Members of the
vath Bomb Group will

meet in Savann
April 16-19,

199K T pre-

sent and dedica
Group stained glass win-
which will be |‘| wced
m I| e M

lemortal Chape

dow

to be constructed at the
Hertage f

sUCCess! ‘IH'-

N\ Museum, After
A memonal Chapel
Memory of Comrades who gave their
|an95 in the cause of freedom
1943-1945 Mg CUmpagn a
96th Bombardment Group (H) tracting to have 1!*. W=
United States Army Air Forces don

.HI'!.'-lL'l mng

vear-long Y6t BG fund-

nd con-

W L'|.||.\|Llr l|
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cyard on
pal spe il e
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group '|||

AT0N Ceremony s 'I|' Ol

rinct
Norm Grant

tdinner banquet and dedic

\

Fridav, April 17th ar the Museum.

Historical Socierv President

CEO Lt Gen. E.G. Shuler. Group headquarters hotel will be the

Savannah Davs ]i‘.l' on Bav streer.

The beautiful window and ity inseriptions are a replica of the win-
don ln.‘.'l '.]'..- aroup 1o honor members of the Sth Air Force i1

‘.|'.'u|||‘n| near their base at Snetterron Heath, That orginal win-

dow was the only stained glass window approved to be commis-
soned by the Brivsh government during the war because of short-
1ge of wartime materials.

The window will be the tirst of several which will be special features
of honor in the Historical Sociery Memeorial Chapel. Nine months
Went nto 1ts th'\:.'_;l: nd con ||‘]L".il.l:'_ by Aurora Glass Studio of

Savannmah, Gerald Schantz proprietor. The design and colors of the
original i the chapel at Quidenham. England were fathiully repro-
duced into the mmpresst '\"|u.||-\'\. shown here. Com mttee mem-
bers ol the 96th BG who headed up the project were dherinan

Franklin l":ul'l."-.._||:-||| Latham, and Jar] Linden.

Small. Stan Pererson,

CALL THE HERITAGE MUSEUM AT
1-800-421-9428

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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MISSISSIPPI CHAPTER
MONUMENT

Norman Grant (493BG , National Tresident of the
hth A Force Historical S 'Lii.'1_'\ (second from

Ei
left) and his wife, Margaret (left) visit the Mighty
Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum Nov, 8 and 9,

1997, to take part in the dedication of the Mississipps

Chapter monument in the museum’s Mermarial

Gardens. The Grants joined Society board member
Ken Nail (457BG) and wife Fi
Mississippt Chapter President Homer C. King

elda (center) and

490BG) :|1-.'.-|1[ | for a '!‘.'Il']l' beside the new ly Lll.'\!!( 1t-

ed monument.

Norm Grant, National President of the Eighth Air Force Historical Sociery, and his wife, Margarer, visited The Mighty Eighth Awr Force
Heritage Museum Nov, § and 9, 1997, Tt was his first visit to the museum since he suceeeded Hubert Childress as president of the
20,000 member society in Seprember 1997, Lt. Gen. E.G. Shuler, Jr., Heritage Museum Chairman and CEO, gave Grant a detailed rour
and briefing about the Heritage Museum’s status and plans for the future, Grant (493BG) was guest speaker at a dinner for abour 100
members of the Sociery’s Mississippi Chapter who traveled by bus o the museum for a two-day visit. He also took part in the dedication
ceremony of the Mississippi Chaprer’s monument in the museum'’s Memonal Gardens. While at the Heritage Museum Grant also ralked
with other visitors including members of the 389th Bomb Group who were holding their annual reunion in Savannah. with members of
the 392nd Bomb Group who had come to the museum to dedicate their Bomb Group monument and with members of the 306th Bomb
Group who stopped at the museum enroute home from their annual reunion in Orlando, Fla.

The banquet of theMississippi Chapter at The Mighty Eighth Heritage
Museum. Nerm Grant at the Podium.

Lt. General E. G,
Shuler CEO of the
Hertage Museum
discussed the
Historical Soctety
with President
Norman Grant in
tront of the
Museum's PT-17
Stearman bi-wing
trainer, which has
been donated by Ben
Russell of Alabama.

CHUCK’S LAST MISSION

CHARLES N. “CHUCK” WILLIAMS

It was 2 wonderful trip, vou might even sav “a milk run.” There

was no {lak, no fighter attacks

no L'I'I'._iil‘.;\ Were ilwi. no rauvures ol

_':L_1I._'L| suits. The cold wasn't too |_':‘|-1: therée wasnta “||'!..'1|L case of

frost-bite. But. at the Tail-gunner position, the oxvgen supply was

cut off, and Chuck tailed to make 1t back to base.
At the end of the day, as we go into debrieting, we trv to assess
the success of our mission. It will 20 down as one of our outst nd-

. but at terrible loss. We have lost one of our

g acco i‘:|"||'~' ment

finest. And vet we all agree that Chuck wouldn’t have missed this
. T
misston for anvthing and that he didn’t go down without a good

MNgnt.
1

) ,-:].]]'T:_'l",'.: | st 1.;“ \.E'_\I'll"- I i.:-f'lli'l

: Museum at Savannah. All the members wh

LOn ths miss

1 enjoved the Museum and a “Banquet in t
\rt Gallerv.” The special feature of the trip was the dedication ol
the Mississippr monument n the Garden of Memories, Chuck
obviously enjoy ed all these thinegs and our bus trip ll\:‘:k']lc'-' vers

wch. Then, just before we were to board our bus tor the return

'.'Ill |
oniy a

[he obituary in the Tupelo newspaper said that Chuck was 73 vears

old
gunne
I,.,\.
\labai

Chuck’s dear wife and companion, Sara, requested that, in lieu of

flower

Heritage Museum, P.O. Box 1992, Savannah, Georgia 31422,

We wil

rermen
cimra
| il .'] 1
2ome

him.”

From:

1¢ was born in Sheffield. Ala

L career as an engineer for James River corporation of Linden,

) \]u“w».||1|1:_( huck suffered a heart attack and survived ot

sHort tme.

1t he had served as a Tail-

ron a B-17 and that he Hew 32 missions. He was retired

s, donations mav be made to the Mightv Eighth At Force

| miss Chuck: thar goes without saving. We shall

iber him as a wonderful friend. a steadfast companion, a grear

‘_:.'\ o .'.f\ W 1'||:, HL !1.1\ i n.:'chd up with w il'.‘_\ |I|‘ \":._2; 5
5 I.:ll.'!'.l out his ] '|Z]\]|. 1'IL] r"LIL‘..|f_'\] :'].h.' lace ol {l"\:‘. “At '.]'.

down of the sun, and in the morning, we shall remember

1924-1997

Conrails and Propwash

pi Chapter Newslerter
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A LOVE LETTER TO A LADY

Yes! vou were a Ladv. You had a mind of vour own, You could AT-22; TB-24, RY-2,
be loving and caring. You could be naughty and mice. You could C-587 A. RY-1. XB-
1e hoeme or Jeave me cold. You could make me work or let +E. B-24D. B-24H.

,

i -

me relax, You were alwavs my love, my hate, and mv sorrow, but | \!'1 41 B-241, B-24].
B-24-11-FO), B-24[ -

|‘1'H1:.-_'.

wavs will love vous T know vou did care for me
13-1'O, B-24M, XB-
241, XB-240), XB-
hurt me | |..1||u| vou aluminum serap, Though vou are gone now | 24N, PB4Y2, RY 3,
will alwavs think of vou. B

I liked vour name, 1 called vou Liberator. my B-24 Heavy Bombe

\\"ILI VOU Mma {

e |I1] Py l".-'. \\].!\!1 Vou made me \'.\i 'I\.l |.!'1\'\i 4]

sut whatever they

Your creator was Consolidated and vour Dad was General Henry called vou. vou were
H. “Hap™ Arnold. when in Januarv1939 he asked ( n|-m|iL|11;L| to twavs a Ladv, and
present a design study that would be superior to vour Sister the B- demanded that vour

7. He ser vour speciticanons for the speed 1o exceed 322 miles pa crew knew how to han-
17. H [ tl | | I | | to |

hour, with a range of niles, and ceiling of 35 Thes dle vou and respect

called vou XB-24, Vol

Your creators gave vou a wing called Davis, designed by David In 1944, the Armm

Davis. Tt would give vou high etheiency and allow vou o have Force had 6,043 of vou

room tor maximum bomb strorage and make 1t easv o load vou. B-24 Liberators in se

i 16V Eave vou twi I'I\HII‘.“..' L'\"l","..‘..'_.]TL‘Li (.!\II'."\ S0 V0L W l‘l.ll\i ot Lh']'..'. VI 'I]‘.if‘ L 1|‘- -'*‘.:'-;.:‘ o} “Delectable Dovee " with 1ts strTRIme ntiede,
with vour doors open. vour Sister the B=-17. affer the Fngs

Fehe few Liberarors

yIi O

vou could do evervthing, You could be a Bomber, a Of the 31 heavy bom-  "Delectable I

wtton ar US

wd o0, Troop Carmer, Forest R ||1_;| Suby destrover. o bardment groups acti- becane a much photog
passenger aireralt. You were Army, Nave, Civilian. You had a vated and sent over- 'J:W' ol ”"_'__“.’M. o ff“'lm." B upraeyaiy
. R . 3 : t the real "Doris, ~ abowt atitiomn 19494
stine of ten hltv=caliber weapons, and .,u.\_llki et with vour 8,000 seas berween March
pounds of bombs. Sixtv below zero wind blew through vou, bur 1942 and June 1944, thirtv-seven groups were B-24's and tourteen
vou tried to keep me war You suffered through flak and bullets. were B-17"s,
You were T8t to hurt when war startec Pear] Harlwor. Yes! My B-24 wa r Hen and tried o be evervihing o
Your sister went to war almaost a vear before vou. but vou caughs evervhody in every part of the world when she was needed. He
up with her and exceeded her in numbers and bombs delivered o Sister the B-17 was a prery bird and did her job well, and liked 1o
vour enemies, You out-did her by in every theater ol wat be 1 the news and make big headlines, Those ot us that flew the
durine World War IL. Your 1,20 |HI~.|1--"-.'| Prart & Whitney, B-17 loved her too. But the B=17 was not hatched every [ittv=Tive
Twin Wasp engines made vou [lv through the air like an eagle. even mihutes like her sister the B-24 or have as many voung men lollow-
though vou were loaded and bounced by |'-. Ur currents, Y ouwere g her as ladv did. Together however, the War was won.
63 feet long. You reach speeds above 273 mph l't tyou w |\|||u! purr
ind hum when vou eruised ar 18C mph. You grunted when vou My Love.
wried to fy over 32.500 fr and liked to fly a1 28 f1. Your Air Crew
Your Creator called vou XB-24, and said vou were so good that by: John Harold Robinson
Vo could do any ‘|"'|;_'. He then called vou by ma ¥ numbers,
XB-24, YB-24, B-24A, LB-30A, Liberator I1 AL3C3, AL304, John Harold Robinson, 445th BG (H) and bis wife Elizabeth reside in
AlLndl, FPaN3, XB-24, XB-248, B-24C, B-24D. PB4Y -1, C-87, Collierville, TN. He 15 author of “A Reason ro Live”, an acclatmed storvy of bis

War experiences.

v the only tio

el States

Dores” now based at

£ |".'f’”' “. st in Pall
ridit.

ound: B-24-]
d by the Coll

Share st

ritted by

g4l BCG (H

I
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LAST SALUTE TO AN AMERICAN LEGEND

General Leon Johnson was the
embodiment of the special
relationship between thousands of
American airmen and the people
of England

It resembled a scene from Dante's Inferno

Only worse. The vast oil refineries at Ploesti
were a raging cauldron of fire above which
hung a grotesque pall of smoke that seemed to
suck wave after wave of bombers into its black
heart

So low were the aircraft on that fateful and, for
all too many, fatal bomb-run that at least half a
dozen B-24's and their crews were cremated by
the gigantic blasts of delayed-action missiles.
Others had their paintwork blistered and
cracked by the searing heat that reached into
the very interiors of the bombers. bucking and
Jinking through the choking holocaust.

‘It was so hot the hair on my arms was singed,”
wrote one American airman. Another watched
spellbound as exploding gas tanks shot
tongues of flame towards his aircraft. “The fire
wrapped us up,” he said. "l looked out of the
side windows and saw the others flying through
smoke and flames. It was flying through hell..”
To Leon Johnson. veteran commander of the
Norfolk-based 44th Bombardment Group, the
famed “Flying Eightballs”. the nightmarish
images almost beggared belief. "It was more
like an artist's impression of an air-battle than
anything | had ever experienced,” he once
reflected. “We flew through sheets of flame and
airplanes were everywhere, some of them on
fire and others exploding. It's indescribable to
anyone who wasn't there.”

The losses were horrendous. Ploest would
enter United States Army Air Force annals as
one of the most daring yet disastrous raids of
the second world war. Of 178 B-24's which
took part in the attack on Hitler's Romanian ol
refineries on August 1, 1943, 54 were lost, 11
of them from Johnson's battered command
The casualties were commensurately high: 310
men killed, 130 wounded, 108 captured and 78
interned in neutral Turkey out of 1620 men who
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reached the target.

A little over three months later. Operation Tidal
Wave, as the extraordinary mission was official-
ly styled, had a sequel in the heart of rural
Norfolk.

On a dank, grey November day streaked with
rain, airmen from the 44th Bombardment Group
were paraded In front of Shipdham's control
tower to witness the presentation of the Medal
of Honor, America’s highest gallantry award, to
Colonel Leon W. Johnson.

It was the only ceremony of its kind ever to be
staged in Norfolk and the signal honour helped
establish the undemonstrative group comman-
der from Columbia, Missouri, as arguably the
greatest of all the American airmen who flew
out of the country during the war

Almost 54 years on to the day, echoes of that
proud ceremony resounded again at Fort
Myers, Virginia. A distinguished gathering of
the old and the bold had come to salute the
passing of an American legend, an outstanding
wartime leader who came to symbolise an
enduring friendly alliance between the men ot
the US 2nd Air Division Association and the
people of Norfolk,

Many fine words were spoken in praise of a life
nobly lived, but none finer than those movingly
delivered by Colone! Edward K. Mikoloski, who
had served on Johnson's staff at Shipdham.
Describing him as “the finest human being |
have known", he halled his former chief as "an
Air Force icon and a national treasure” who
deliberately eschewed the acclaim his deeds
deserved.

David Hastings, a trustee of the Norwich-based
2nd Air Division Memorial Library, described
him as “one of the outstanding officers of the
8th Air Force”. “In the words of the old phrase.”
he added, "he was an officer and a gentieman.”
It was an impression endorsed by aviation his-
torian Steve Adams, who has made a detailed
study of the 44th Bombardment Group. "He
was a man who led from the front,” he declared.
“ He was also a man of great humanity with a
numan touch. Inits time, the 44th had some
good COs. but Johnson was just head and
shoulders above everybody else.”

Leon Johnson's death, at the age of 93, marks
the end of an era. The former commander of
the Norfolk-based 14th Combat Wing. who rose
to become the first chief of the postwar 3rd
USAF respansible for engineering the return of
American forces to East Anglia, was the last-
surviving member of the small band of senior
officers who helped establish the "Mighty
Eighth"in England in 1942.

The 37-year old, West Point trained aviator
turned staft officer scarcely conformed to the
popular conception of the brash, young
American “triendly invaders” with film-star looks
and meney to burn. Small, self-effacing, his
hair receding at the temples and with a mous-
tache that would not have been out of place in
an RAF officers’ mess. he hardly cut a dashing
figure

When he arrived at Shipdham. one of the rash
of new airfields freckling the countryside, to
take over command of the 44th Bombardment
Group in January, 1943, the mood was sombre

and the greeting muted

Colonel Bill Cameron recalled: "Morale was
pretty bad. It was a terrible period for us. We'd
lost & lot of people and the previous comman-
der had decided, like in the movie 12 O'Clock
High, that it was too rough and we were losing
too many men, So he got fired and they
brought in Johnson.

“We thought him strange at first. He had a dif-
ferent kind of manner trom our previous CO.
He was very modest and quiet, but this guy [ust
had an effect on you. He was a leader. He lis-
tened to us. We always felt he was one of us,
struggling along with the rest of us”

With the 8th Air Force committed to a policy of
daylight bombing, despite the absence of effec-
tive long-range fighter support, losses contin-
ued to mount alarmingly. An attack on the
German port of Kiel resulted in almost a third of
the 44th’'s bombing force being shot down

‘It was all pretty grim,” said Cameron, who was
one of only two men from the original 90 who
formed his squadron, to complete a tour of 25
missiens. " | don't think it was long before
Johnson was writing the same kind of letters to
the Bth Air Force staff as our last commander.
Johnsan, however, did not suffer the same fate
as his predecessor. Throughout, he had led the
unit by personal example, never shirking the
most daunting operations, and in the summer of
1943 the 44th became the first group in the 8th
Air Force to be awarded a Presidential Unit
Citation.

Then came Ploestl.

The massive complex of oil refineries, responsi-
ble for supplying a third of the Third Reich's
essential fuels, was designated by the
American Joint Chiefs of Staff as * the most
decisive objective of the war”

Previous, small-scale attacks had barely dis-
rupted the flow of oil. and plans were laid for an
all-out strike from Benghazi, North Africa, by no
fewer than five bomber groups. They were to
include one unit, the 389th (later to be based at
Hethel). straight from the United States. and
two from Norfolk, the 93rd (Travelling Circus)
BG and Johnson's 44th BG

Protests about using heavy bomber crews
trained for high-level bombing on a low-level
sortie and on a scale never previously attempt-
ed by the American air force were waived away
After an intensive spell of training over the East
Anglian countryside, Johnson led his force out
to Africa in readiness for the 2300-mile round
trip to Ploesti

The attack carried out on August 1, 1943, forev-
er remembered by the survivors as Black
Sunday, was characterised by confusion and
extraordinary courage. Woefully optimistic esti-
mates of the strength of the enemy defenses
allied to a navigational error on the part of one
of the |leading formations, resulted in a chaotic,
un-coordinated final assault with tragic conse-
quences for Johnson's force.

Leading ane of the |ast groups, he approached
his target, on schedule and on the correct
course, only to find it already ablaze. Faced
with the dilemma of risking destruction from
delayed action bombs already dropped or
adding to the chaos by seeking alternative tar-
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gets, he decided o press on
Bill Cameron, who was leading a second wave

behind Johnsaon, recalled: "lIt's hard to find the
right words to describe it. |t was a crazy mis-
sion. Or maybe audacious would be a better
word. It could have worked, but so many things
screwed it up. Having someone else bomb our
target may have provided some spectacular
pictures, but it didn't help our cause.”

Nor did a mobile flak defense which ran parallel
with the 44th's bomb run, Of the 18 B-24s in
Johnson's formation, nine were blasted out of
the sky over Ploesti and only the commander's
and Cameron’s aircraft made it back to
Benghazi that night

“We had no idea of our losses at that stage.”
said Cameron. “All | wanted to do was 10 get to
bed, but he was just the same as always
Unflappable

A little over a month later, it was announced
that Johnson had been awarded one of five
Medals of Honor given to the men who raided
Ploesti. “He was extremely modest about it,"
recalled Cameron. “He always sald it belonged
to everyone |n the group who'd flown that mis-
sion, and he genuinely meant it. But there's no
doubt he deserved It. He was the man respon-
sible for leading and it was he who had to poke
his neck into the flak first with the oil tanks
exploding around him.”

Shortly after Operation Tidal Wave, Johnson
was promoted to command 14th Combat Wing
with his headquarters at Shipdham. He contin-
ued to lead with his customary low-key style.
unaffected by his many honours, until the war’s
end. “There was never any distinction of rank
with the general” recalled Colonel Roy Owen,

president of the 44th BG Veterans' Association.
‘Even as Combat Wing commander, he'd be
down on the flight line, walting for the aircraft to
return, talking to the crews. He never lost that
touch.”

The war in Europe was barely a week over
when Johnson, by then a confirmed Anglophile
joined Field Marshal Lord Ironside on the steps
of Norwich's City Hall to 1ake the salute at a vic-
tory parade epitomizing a grand alliance forged
in conflict which was soon to be revived in
peacetime

Ordered back to Britain at the height of the
Berlin crisis, he was the first commander of the
3rd Air Division and later the 3rd Air Force
which established bases in Norfolk and Suffolk
By the time he departed, as a lieutenant
general in 1952, Johnson had established
a firm foundation for Anglo-American post-
war cooperation, an achievement recog-
nized last year when the 3rd Air Force HO
at RAF Mildenhall was renamed the
General Leon W. Johnson Hall in his hon-
our

The most vivid memories, however, remain
those of the humane wartime leader
always mindful of the welfare of his men
an officer who abhored formality and
whose modes!, straightforward command
qualities contrived to act as an inspiration
Aviation historian Martin Bowman believes
Johnson deserves to rank as one of the

he came to take over the 44th, he probably did-
n't stand very high. but by the end of the war
believe me, he stood very high with us.
It was left to Roy Owen to provide the final, fit-
ting epitaph. His voice trembling with emotion
the former Shipdham veteran declared: “He
never stopped caring about the men who flew
with him, and they never lost their respect for
him

‘He was a man among men.
by Steve Snelling

Eastern Daily Press
Norwich, England

greatest Commanders all time. "He made
the 44th into one of the most famous
groups in England,” he added.

‘How does he stand in the history of the

Major Gen. George E. Stratemeyer tailks with Col
Johnsan, Major Moore and Lt. Brown as they inspect
a Consolidated B-24 Liberator of the 67th Bomb
Squadron, 44th Bomb Group at an 8th Air Force base

8th?" Bill Cameron repeated. “| think when jn England. 21 April 1943 U.S. Air Force Photo

The Heritage Museum is “Outstanding”
By John (Jack) E. Keller, Sr. 486th BG - 833rd BS
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continued from page 11
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R NEWTRCHAPTER NESTT

ALABAMA

During December we received 17 new mem-
bers. Each Wing hosted four meetings in its
area and we had two statewide meetings. The
attendance for all meetings totaled 508 peo-
ple. The greatest number of members and
guests was for the South Alabama Statewide
meeting with 63 people. Our contributions for
the Ala. Chapter Memorial Monument for our
Heritage Museum total §7,435.00 with 43
members making a donation for this great pro-
ject. Many thanks to all who participated. The
Monument design is very beautiful and we are
anxious to see It installed. During the Nov. 14
Birmingham area meeting. Don Wilson updat-
ed us on the History class he teaches at
Samford University, where he stresses the role
the 8th Air Force had during WWII. While Dr.
Wilson's students are in England they visit
Duxford In East Angelica, the American
Cemetery and Thorpe Abbots. home of the
100th Bomb Group. The Central Ala. Wing
met at Troy State University. The speaker, Dot
Rowell, was in the British army stationed at
Mildenhall and developed film taken on the
bombing raids. She told us her family pooled
their clothing coupons to purchase new
clothes to wear when the boat docked in New
York.

GEORGIA CHAPTER

Under the leadership of Clayton Ridge, the
very active Georgia Chapter plans a year's
worth of events and meetings to equal their
1997 schedule of over two dozen chapter
activities. The most recent was their three-day
Reunion at Perry, Georgia where highlights
were trips to the Warner-Robins Air Museum,
the Massee Lane Camellia Gardens and to
the War Between the States prison at
Andersonville. The annual banguet on
January 25th featured Lt. General E.G. "Buck”
Shuler with updates on the Heritage Museum
in Savannah. and an expression of apprecia-
tien for all of the support given to the museum
by members of the Historical Society during
the past year. Veterans Day was celebrated
by the chapter members participating in the
Atlanta Veterans Day parade showing off the
huge B-17 model proudly displayed on mem-
ber Art Fonzo's convertible. This was followed
by a visit to Christian Towers in Decatur. Ga to
visit some of the elderly and pass out patriotic
items and tell war stories. Chapter newsletter
Tall Tales is a comprehensive volume edited
by Saul Kupferman, who has been spending
each day for the past 14 years promoting the
activities of the Historical Society as
Newsletter Editor. The 140 members of the
Savannah Wing, Georgia Chapter, boast of
being one of the most active in the country!
“We have dinner meetings every third Tuesday
of the month at the Air Force Museum and
invite the public to join us when visiting
Savannah.” A majority of Wing members
serve as volunteers at the Mighty Bth Air
Force Museum. submitted by; Frank A. Kaye
Newsletter Editor Savannah Wing.
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KENTUCKY CHAPTER NEWS

The Kentucky Chapter has had an active year
centering on their fund drive for the Chapter
memorial menument which will be placed in
the Memorial Gardens at the Heritage
Museum on May 17th, 1998 at 10:00 am.
Headed up by Wayne Tabor and other leaders
of the chapter, members held sales. raifles.
set up booths at air shows, and conducted a
capital fund drive across the state to success-
fully reach their $9,250 goal. The beautiful
monument to honor all Bth AF veterans of
Kentucky is over six feet high. and will be
flown in with the assistance of Kentucky Air
National Guard members. Over fifty Chapter
members and dignitaries. an honor guard, a
bugler, and presentation materials will also be
escorted by the National Guard. The formal
dedication service will be held in the Museum
Gardens on Sunday May 17th, following the
weekend celebration of the second anniver-
sary of the Heritage Museum. The public and
all other Historical Society members are invit-
ed to attend.

MINNESOTA CHAPTER

Newly elected Chapter officers are Don Bruns,
President; Larry Bachman, Vice President;
Don Geng, Scty-Treasurer. Pete Backlund is
the Newsletter Editor. The official name of the
chapter is now: Eighth Air Force Historical
Society of Minnesota. All are welcome to the
weekly noon luncheons at VFW Post 5555 in
Minneapolis. The Dr. Harold C. Deutsch Warld
War Il history roundtable program schedule s
2nd Thursday of every month, 7:00 p.m. at
the Minnesota Historical Soclety, Fort Snelling
History Center on Mississippl River Biuff. The
Minnesota Air Guard Museum presents
monthly programs at the Fort Snelling History
Center, The Air Guard Museum currently is
bullding a Curtiss Jenny from the ground up.
Contact: Sanra Forsman at the Museum for
details at 713-2513.

MISSISSIPPI CHAPTER NEWS

Plans are laid for another great Mississippi
Chapter meeting to be held at Lake Tiak
O'Khata near Louisville, MS on April 24-26.
1998, This follows the recent very successiul
bus trip to the Heritage Museum where the
Mississippi memorial manument was dedicat-
ed In the Memorial Gardens at the Museum.
The members stopped on the way by the
Calloway Gardens, the Little White House of
President Roosevelt in Warm Springs,
Georgia. and went to the Pine Mountain
Animal Park as an added event. President
Homer King is expecting over 250 people for
the April meeting.

Executive Secretary Kenneth Nail wishes to
express special appraciation and thanks to
National President Norm Grant for attending
the memaorial ceremony and speaking at the
chapter banguet. The dedication honored all
8th AF veterans from Mississippl who served
in all wars. The entire trip was such a success
that the Chapter leaders are considering
another bus trip this Fall - to the National
meeting in Cherry Hill, New Jersey in October

The Chapter newsletter Contralls and
Propwash will have all the detalls.

Additional Chapter officers are John L. Walker,
Vice President; Charles Sanders, Secretary;
and Ernest Adcock, Treasurer.

GENERAL JAMES H. DOOLITTLE
CHAPTER NEWS

Editor Dan Raymond says that the Chapter
officers have decided to have the next annual
meeting in the San Joaquin Valley at Castle
Air Force Base. It will be a luncheon meeting
with program to accommodate all chapter
members. A fund - raiser will also be held at
the Western Aerospace Museum in Oakland.
The annual membership meeting will be held
Saturday, April 25, at the Castle AFB in
Merced, CA. The 11:00 a.m. business meet-
ing and the 1:00 p.m. lucheon will be held at
the conference and restaurant rooms of the
Castle AFB museum. Motel reservations:
Holiday Inn Express, Merced, CA 1-209-383-
0333.

NEW JERSEY CHAPTER

Tnis will be an especially active year for the
New Jersey Chapter, as their members will
play an active role in the annual Reunion of
the National Higtorical Society at Cherry Hill,
New Jersey on October 13-18, 1998. The
Chapter plans to have its annual meeting in
Cherry Hill in conjunction with the national
reunion, and the chapter invites all Bth veter-
ans, friends and associates to come enjoy the
sights of New Jersey in the Fall' The chapters
next meeting will be held on April 18, 1998 at
Doolan's in Spring Lake Heights.

New Chapter officers are: Raymond Butler,
President: Irving Pliskin. Vice President;
Arthur Belkowski, Treasurer. Mary Speidel
remains as the able chapter Newsletter Editor/
Secretary.

SOUTHERN WING CHAPTER OF

NEW YORK NEWS

Larry Goldstein, newly elected National Board
of Directors member is President of the
Chapter, with Gus Nathan serving as Vice
President: Anthony Zotollo. Secretary; George
Grady, Treasurer: and Father Ken Ross is
Chapter Chaplain. The Southern Wing will
hold three meetings this year with an empha-
sis on getting WWII era speakers In for pre-
sentations. Consideration is being given to
holding a meeting at Cherry Hill. NJ at the
National Reunion there in October, 1998.

The chapter is looking for a location to estab-
lish a permanent display of chapter memora-
bilia and a permanent tribute to the veterans
of the 8th AF in New York. The state capitol Is
being considered as well as the Cradle of
Aviation Museum now being developed. Larry
is encouraging all members to look for new
members to add to the rolls - veterans and
associates. He also wants members to plan
to make the National Society reunion in
October, and also to consider actively suppaort-
ing the Heritage Museum in Savannah by
becoming members of the Museum.
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NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER NEWS

In the North Carolina chapter newsletter First
In Flight Scty/Editor Gladys Stenstrom reports
that the chapter annual meeting will be held in
Greensboro April 18-19, 1998. The three
wings of the chapter have enjoyed their gath-
erings over the holldays. The Eastern Wing,
Commander George Hood, recently had an
excellent speaker in Mr. Harold Webb, a
Tuskegee Airman who spoke on his experi-
ences as an African-American flying cadet
and on the combat experiences of his unit,
The Metrolina Wing, Commander Harvey
Creech, related their experiences of the
Chapter’s trip to the Heritage Museum In
Savannah to dedicate the North Carolina
chapter plague in the museum’'s Memorial
Gardens. He said they were most warmly
received by everyone at the museum. The
Western Wing Commander Vic Brown held
their Christmas meeting and were entertained
with a talk by an exceptional female hot-air
balloonist - a holder of three world records in
Baliooning.

Chapter officers are: James R. Phillips,
President; George Hood, Vice President; Lou
Baffaro, Treasurer; Gladys Stenstrom,
Scty/Editor

OREGON CHAPTER

The Oregon Chapter celebrated its 5th
Anniversary al the recent November meeting.
There have been a total of 212 members with
31 Associates. Newsletter staff John Wallace
and Ben Russell assist Editor Bob Miller in his
task of publishing a fine Chapter newsletter.
Chapter meetings are held quarterly at the
Beaverton Elks Club, the November meet fea-
turing Walter Groce. a P-47 pilot. as the guest
speaker.

Chapter officers are: Joseph E. Chassaing
President, Harold Fritzler, Vice President,
Clinten Gruber, Secretary, Frank Bueneman,
Treasurer.

PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER

The Pennsylvania Chapter is looking forward
to its Seventh Annual Reunion to be held in
Lebanon, PA from June 18-22 1998 Our
Chapter has the reputation of ensuring a great
time among friendly Pennsylvanians, and we
welcome all who would like to attend. For
mare information, please contact our
Chairman, Frank Smoker, at (717) 272-3845
or the Swansons at (717) 687-6257. or you
could fax them at (717) 687-0910.

The Delaware Sguadron holds their luncheon
meetings at Williamson's in Willow Grove
approximately every two months, and anyone
in that area is encouraged to attend these
informal get-togethers. For information, con-
tact Dan Fisher at (215) 722-6578.

And if you are in the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton/Clarks Summit area, they, too,
have informal luncheons. For further informa-
tion, contact Armand J. Ferraro at (717) 343-
5304 or Shirley Holmes at (717) 587-4420.

If you have items of interest for our publica-
tion, TALE WINDS, please send them to our
Editor, Pete Ardizzi. PO Box 102. Warminster.
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TENNESSEE CHAPTER NEWS

The Tennessee Chapter has plans in the
works to make their annual Chapter meeting
in June an event to remember. Officers will be
elected and plans for the upcoming two years
will be formulated. The TENNESSEE FLY-
OVER edited by Ray Zuker is one of the top
chapter newsletters in the Society and Is pub-
lished quarterly. An article authored by Ray
appears elsewhere in this issue. He is a regu-
lar contributor to numerous newspapers and
vetarans publications. A dinner and roast on
January 16th was attended by many chapter
members at the Foundry in Knoxville to honor
member Jack Westbrook. Jack has for many
years been a force in the Military Affairs
Councll of East Tennessee and has chaired
the nationally known Veterans Day luncheon
and program featuring nationally prominent
guests and speakers each November. The
henors bestowed upon him were certainly
well-deserved.

On October 30. 1997 Henry Barker. Norman
Kratschmer & Ray Zuker conducted a seminar
on the role of the 8th Air Force in World War I
for the Air Force ROTC at Austin East High
School. The program was monitored by ABC
Channel 6. Knoxville, Tennessee and shown
on Veteran's Day, November 11, 1997. In late
December, one of the Tennessee illustrious
members, author John Harold Robinson,
appeared on national television in a CBS holi-
day special titled “Life’s Greatest Holiday
Stories.” In a segment on Jimmy Stewart,
Harold shared his insight on Stewart's wartime
experiences. Harold Robinson served under
then-Captain Jimmy Stewart as an Aerial
Engineer Gunner in the B-24 Heavy Bombers
of the 445th BG during WWII. Harold's writings
on his individual and shared experiences have
been recognized as a resource for this period
of Jimmy Stewart's life. During the conversa-
tion, Harold shared in more detail some con-
varsations and events he and Jimmy had
shared, while diplaying memorabilia he'd col-
lected over the years. Harold Robinson's expe-
riences as a B-24 gunner are related in his
book, A Reason to Live, available through
Castle Books Inc., Charles Goodman,
Publisher.

VIRGINIA CHAPTER NEWS

The Virginia Chapter came into existence in
the Fall of 1993 and thus far has developed
nicely. The Chapter has had all of the typical
startup struggles and will continue to be chal-
lenged toward further growth in the years just
ahead. The Chapter's founding president’s
term is concluded. Our Chapter has just
elected not only a new first officer, but many
others and Board Members as well. In the
past four years | have come to know the mem-
bers of the Virginia Chapter as made of good
stuft and having fine hearts. | am sure you
will find in them the energy and commitment
you call for in moving the Society forward.

| am “passing the baton” to a good man who
will lead the Chapter well, and my encourage-
ment is that the BAFHS Board hear the con-

cerns and needs of the Virginia Chapter with
renewed interest,

Newly elected Chapter President Jim Trask
reports that the Peninsular Wing had an out-
standing program at their recent dinner meet-
ing featuring a presentation by the discussion
of documents of General Marshall, General Ira
Eaker, General Hap Arnold and others.
Officers elected for the upcoming year are:
President: James E. Trask. Williamsburg, VA.
Vice-president: Lewis E. Burke. Centreville,
VA, Treasurer: Edward M. Smith. Gloucester
Point, VA, Secretary: John S. Pearson,
Richmond. VA.

WEST MICHIGAN WING

The November meeting held at the Comstock
VFW Post 6252 was attended by 32 mem-
bers. The Veterans Day program included
state Senator Dale Sugars, state
Representative Don Gilmer, and the 53 piece
Comstock High School Band playing patriotic
selections to honor veterans of all wars. A
donation from the chapter freasury was made
as a show of appreciation. New member Jack
Blocker sponsored the luncheon served by the
Post Auxiliary.

The Wing has a big trip to visit the Mighty
Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum in
Savannah scheduled for April 23 - 28, 1998.
Those wishing to travel to the Museum should
contact Pres. Sumney at P.O. Box 2527.
Kalamazoo, M| 49003-2527.

Wing Officers: Suds Sumney, Commander;
Jim Nycum, Vice Commander: Bob Palmer.
Secretary; Cleo Rawley, Newsletter Editor.

WISCONSIN CHAPTER

Donald Kabitze i1s actively working on picking
up new members for the Wisconsin Chapter
and was successful in adding 20 new mem-
bers at the last chapter meeting. Newspaper
notices and dozens of postcard mailouts
directed towards non-member 8th veterans
are just two of his methods. He notes that two
things are necessary to attract members to
meetings: a good luncheon and a fine speak-
er. Recently the chapter heard from two sol-
diers who guarded General Herman Goering
and Field Marshall Gerde von Rundestedt at
the Nuremburg trials after the war, Also talks
from CO's of the National Guard and the Air
Reserve who were involved in the Persian
Gulf war. Wisconsin Chapter members are
active in promoting the 8th AFHS at the EAA
annual reunion in Oshkosh (800,000 atten-
dees) and in getting out into school programs
across the state. Many younger associate
members to the Society are obtained in this
manner. and Donald encourages all chapters
to accept the challenge to do the same in their
areas. The Society is also represented at
showings of the B-17 Aluminum Overcast.
Wisconsin has ordered and Is distributing Bth
AFHS decals and window stickers to be used
to attract interest and new members to their
chapter.

February 1998 (98-1)



ORCE;

WE HAVE LIFTED OFF
WITH THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MEMORIAL
CHAPEL DRIVE!

The Eighth Air Force Historical Sociery has pledged to
donate $75,000 to the construction of the Memorial Chapel of
the Heritage Museum in Savannah.

Historical Society has made a substantial donation to the
Heritage Museum. In 1996 the Society challenged its members
to include donations to the museum with their annual Society
membership renewals. The Society then matched those contri-
butions dollar for dollar up ro $25,000 and ultimately the
Heritage Museum received more than $86,000.

In 1997 the Society has pledged a firm 575,000 to the con-
struction of the Memorial Chapel and has given its members
the opportunity to donate to that amount by including an
appeal for donations with its 1998 annual membership notices.
The 1997 appeal for the Memorial Chapel is not a matching
fund challenge such as in 1996.

Preliminary plans for the Memorial Chapel have been devel-
oped and will be a stone sructure, approximately 30 feet by 45
feet. lt will be located in the north section of the museum
Memorial Gardens and will closely resemble the chapels that
were located on or near many of the bases in England during
WWII. Several stained glass windows have already been
donared for placement in the chapel including a life size replica
of the stained glass window ar Quidenham donared by the 96th
Bomb Group Association.

Shuler said the construction start date will depend on when
the estimated cost of $300,000 is in the bank. *The chapel will
be built with funds separate and apart from the museum'’s nor-

mal funds. We must keep the museum

“We really appreciate the Historical
Society's pledge and support of the
Memorial Chapel,” said Lt. Gen. E. G.
Shuler, Jr., Chairman and CEOQ. “This
will be a grear start on raising the

“There are many objects of great value to
man which cannot be obtained by uncon-
nected individuals, but must be attained, if
attained at all, by association.”
Daniel Webster-1833

property on a sound financial path and
that means we must wait until we have
enough money in the bank to cover the
entire cost of the chapel before we
begin to build it.”

$300,000 we estimare it will cost to build
the Memorial Chapel.”
This is the second consecutive year that the Eighth Air Force

Eighth Air Force Historical Society
members who desire to donate to the Society’s pledge drive
should send their rax-deductable donations with the mail-in
form to:

Mr. Jack Hower

H.S. Finance Manager

P.O. Box 1033

St. Joseph, MO 64502

LET’'S ALL SUPPORT OUR FUND DRIVE!

As we go to press we have collected $80,000 rowards our Sth
AFHS Chapel Historical Society fund drive to reach our goal so
construction can be started this spring!  Together we can com-
plete our mission to build the Historical Society Memorial
Chapel!!

8th AF HS MEMORIAL CHAPEL FUND DRIVE

NAME AMOUNT

$
ADDRESS

GROUP OR
CITY STATE ZIP UNIT

Please send this form & make check/money order payable to: 8AFHS Chapel Drive and mail to: Jack Hower (address above)
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Stevenage

“1 am inquiring abour a collision between
two 390th BG B-17 aircraft, one from 569
BS and one from 368 BS, that crashed near
Weston village in Hertfordshire in England
on 26th August 1944, and would welcome
El?r]'t'.\}’(_lndl.fﬂct “'hll anvone “']1(1 wan rl.'L‘.l”
the incident. The source of all information
will be acknowledged in a final report. I'm
a local historian researching the history of
Stevenage and surrounding district (includ-
ing Weston) and first came across the story
of the crash whilst collecting information
for a book (published in 1987) about lite in
the area during the Second World War.
Although several military aireraft crashed in
the area during war vears this particular
incident scems 1o be the one most vividly
remembered by local people.

As there 15 no local memonal to the men
whao died in the accident I intend that the
report | produce will stand as a small trib-
ute to the voung airmen who lost their lives
'[I'l.lt d.'l.\' il] ‘Il\.' L‘l.'ft‘]'l.\l.' ol our "l'{.‘l.‘d('ll‘n.

Yours sincercly,

John Amess

5 Headingley Close
Almonds Hill Stevenage Herts
SGI3RU England

Time is overdue

The time is overdue to refute the canard
that the last American bomber shot down
over Germany was the B-24, “Black Cat,” a
story propagated by Thomas Childers in his
book, WINGS OF MORNING, The story
might have been credible had he clamed
that it was the last “heavy™ bomber shot
down by “flak.”

The truth is that on the 24th of April at
least two B-26s of the 17th Bomb Group
(M) were shot down in the Schrobenhausen
area by Me 2625 (jets) and on the 26th four
more from the same group were shot down
in the same area by Me-262< also, These
were trom Adolf Galland's JV \'qu.l.dnm.
Galland was also shor down b}' the B-26s
on the 26th!

One reason that T have considerable first-
hand knowledge of these operations is that
on 28 April duning my 4Cth mission (our
tour was 63!) Ilost my right engine and
right leg to a 30mm cannon shell from a
Me-262, While we worked our wav back o
triendlv territorv. alone. mv crew shot
down two of the jets, with another two

probables.

Sincerely,
James L. Vining, Captain USAF (Ret)

Vienna VA

[Lately of the 323rd BG/455th BS which was
ance in the 8th Air Force, but before my time.
Hoﬂ-ﬂﬂ f!)d’}f was reason ﬂlougfrﬁ)r me to J.I"g'”
on as a life member of The Eighth Air Force
Historical Sociery.]

Blind Landing Systems
Dear Sir.

I am currently working on a dissertation on the
development of blind landing systems for aircraft
betore 1952, In parncular. I'm looking for infor-
mation on their employment durmg World War
I1.

The systems 'm interested in are: SBA, the
British Standard Beam Approach svstem, used
until roughly 1944: SCS-51, wsed during 1944-
1945; and AN/ MPN-1 (also known as Ground
Controlled Approach or GCA L used during
1945,

The biggest problem Pm having in my research 1s
getting information on how well these systems
worked in the tield. 1 have records of ther
installation, pre-deplovment westing, and accep-
tance trials, butwhar I really need is impressions
from fhght crews and ground mamtenance troops
on how etfective these were. Trasn™t clear trom
my research that these svstems were at all effec-
e

It ar all possible. I'd like 1o be put in contact with
people who flew these systems during the war, It
would help mv research immenselv.

Sincerely,

Enk M. Conway

101 G St SW Apr AT14

Washington, DC 20024

2021 3534-6319 Olorin@worldnetartner

Dear Sir,

Could I please have the following entry m THE
EIGHTH AIRFORCE NEWS, I would like to
hear trom anvone who served at Boxted Station
150 Essex England, This was home to 386th BG,
atth FC, 354th FG and Arr Sca Rescue
Squadron, Startes, memories, photos ete for pos-
sible book and small museum. Thanks for vour
help and keep up the good work of an excellent
organization,

hand Regards.

Richard Turner 11 Dunthorne Rd Colchester
Essex Englind 04 4hz 01206-863273

Dear Sir,

1 am 1rving to trace a former member of the
USAAF BAD2 Company, which was based at
Ireckleton. near Blackpool. Lancashire. England,
in 1945, The person who | am urgently trving 1o
hind 1< called Frank Kevowsky, | am not sure of
the correct spelling of his second name. it could
be Kiowski, Kevosk, Kavosks, Kaofskiz it is pro-
nowmeed Rev-off-ski Frank came from some-
where i Pennsylvania, USA, and presumably
returned there after the war fimished. The onh
description | have of him at the time , is that he
wrote nmless spectacles. and looked just like an

American band leader of the era alled Kay
Katser,

Sincercly, Brian Terence Atherton 4 Coniston
House, Westmoreland Close Penwortham,
Preston, Lancashire PR1 OUT, England
JI1441772743224

Dear Sir,

My Friends and Helpers are all local residents
who helped myself both fmancially and otherwise
o build the Goxhill Awrhield Tribute memorial in
1984. We have recorded the arfield history and
organize Remembrance Sunday Serviee, lav 3
wreath, arrange the Goxhill Liberry Run each
vear and give tours of the old Base, (it s the
most intact wartime airhield in Lincolnshire) all
m the memory of the USAAF: also give guided
tours 1o returning veterans free of charge.

I early 1995 @ man arrived at the airhield called
David Copley, claiming he was buying the Base
as all the ads shown. under the name of the
Historical Aviation Group Ltd and Imperial
Aviation as vou will see trom enclosed literature.
Will vou please make it elear that the Goshill
Airfield Trbute Group under my letterhead has
had no association with this other Group-Hag?

Y ours Sincerelv.

Ron Parker

(u'-xhi“

North Lincolnshire, UK

For Sale

46 Back Issues of AF News. 11/75-12/96.
‘79 on. mostly consecutive. Make offer.
Dennis Kray, Box 16545, San Fransico, CA
Y4116,

Wanted

B-17 VERTICAL FIN AND RUDDER
Needed from B-17E, F or G Modél, fora
memortal to USAATL veterans who gave
their lives liberating Furope in WWIL
Doesn't have 1o be “flvable™ = fin aft from
assembly joint ahead ot horizontal stabilizer
1s desired: rudder need not have fabric cov-
ering. Memorial planned in Eastern Poland
near site where a B-17 and P-31 were shot
down by Me-189's June 21, 1944 on
“Mission Frantic 117, England-to-Russia,
Contact Al Lea, 1713) 664-1915, PLEASE!

Regarding the inquiry
from L. Million on

421 Bomb Group (97-4). On B-17 and B-24
losses on April 22, 1945, “the last bombing
mission the Sth AF flew”; The 8th AT tinal
was No, 968 to the Skodawerke at Pilsen,
Czech., on Apnl 25, Our 486 BG's tinal
was April 21 1o Ingolstadi. Books such as
R.A. Freeman's, Martin Caidin’s and
Craven & Cate's Vol. 3. are very thin on
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the April 2C mission.

Suggest contact with the AT Historical
Research Center at Maxwell AFB, AL,
36112

R.H. Hodges, 486 BG

Looking back
I recall writing my tirst letter to Mail Call
in 1978. How ume flies. The 8th AF News
15 still “oh so good™ (when will we seea
bound 4th 5 years?). I would like to say
how proud my wife and [ were to be at the
opening of the new museum ar Duxford
and how my hand ached after shaking the
hands of so many veterans, also bumping
into many long established 8th AF buddies.
We also had the pleasure of making even
more new triends, one in particular is the
-'q]’nf'.'»‘[.u.'ls and Anne Keller, T]h.'_\ came
to our house and sampled our daughter
Kellv's hot cooking . Jack also showed us
his album ot photos and his bovs, You
should have seen Anne in 1943, WOW!!
She should have been painted on the nose
of a B-17. Don’t get fealous guys, but I had
the honor of a big kiss from her when the
went I ’...']-. ]‘.m‘llt‘.
Any veteran, his wife or family are most
welcome at my house. The tront door 1s
always open for vou. The least we can do 1o
sav THANK YOU for our treedom.
P.S. Need color representations of group
orchestra music stands.
Pete \\'lll'i‘_\ 26
Woodgreen R,
Luton Lu28HT, England
Associate and 487th Contact

Locating Alexander W.
Calder 1

A Navigator on a B-17 8AF 91st Bomb
Group, that was shot down with me in
France on August 14, 1944, T have not
been able 1o locate lim since our return 1o
the US. in 1944, Last addresses were in
New Jersey and New York.

Please write to: Joc Vukovich, 1792 Garden
Drive, Medford, Oregon 97504

‘Tech Reps’

I am interested i the organization, role
and locations of “Technical Representatives’
attached to the SAF. Can you help with
imformation? Please write to : John
Cashmore, “The Uplands’, Rookwood Lane,
Preston St. Mzrv. Sudbury, Suttolk. CO
129 LY. England.

Yours faithfully,
John Cashmore 8 AFHS Member No.

23923

T/Sgt. Calvin J. Fox

I'm looking for Calvin Fox who was in the
447th BG. 7C9B/SQD stationed in
Rattlesden. England. His hometown was
Rangelev , Maine.

Contact: Bruce W. Greenho

455 Rover Ave. NW.,

North Canton, OH 44720

PRESS RELEASE

US Army looking for Asian
American and Native Pacific
Islanders award recipients from
World War 11

Monterev, Calif, -=The US, Army is con-
ducting a research project into a lirtle-
known aspect of World War IL. A ream of
historians at the Presidio of Monterev.
California, is searching for Astan Amencan
and Pacific Islander soldiers and airmen who
received the nation’s second highest award
tor valor, the Distinguished Service Cross,
The DSC is second only to the Medal of

l [1 nor.

The 1996 National Defense Authorization
Act called for the Army to determine which
of the more than 3,200 World War 11 Army
DSC recipients were Asian Americans or
Native American Pacific Islanders. This
study will also review recipients who served
in the Army Air Forces.

The project will encompass American sol-
diers and airmen of Asian Indian, Pacific
Islanders. Chinese. Filipino, Japanese.
Korean. and Southeast Asian descent.

The commander of the Defense Language
Center and the Presidio of Monterey and
the chiet of the Army’s Military Awards
Branch have signed an agreement tasking
DLIFLC s Command History Office to
conduct the review, The mstallation’s com-
mand historian. Dr. James C. McNaughton,
1 hu.‘tdil‘lg the Project.

Atter the review |'1'l~ik‘t.'l is cnmp]rn:d. t}‘lu
Pentagon will convene a special awards
board 1o consider those DSC awardees iden-
tified by the review team for possible
uperade to the Medal of Honor.

]t' vou ||.!\|; v mlormaton rc,:.mlin;
Asian-Amencans or Natve Amencan
Pacific Islanders who received the DSC in
World War 11 while serving in the
Ground or Air Forces, please call Mr. Scort
Welch at (428) 242-7864,

You may also send correspondence
regarding these DSC recipients to:
Commandant
DLIFLC & POM
ATTN: ATZP-MH Mr Welch)

Presidio of Monterev, CA 93944-5006

rmy

A-20 Boston/Havoc
Wanted

Wanted an A-20 Dpuglas medium Bomber
“Boston/Havoc™ by the RAT Impenal Air
Museum at Hendon, London, England. On
29 lune 1942 the 8th AT 15th Bomb
Squadron flew RAF Boston A-20's in
British formation on Bombing mission to
Hazebruck, France. The first 8th AF com-
bat mission was flown by the 15th Bomb
Squadron, Commander Charles Kegelman
in borrowed Bostons hirting airfields in
Holland,

Conract: Norman Prowse, Liaison RAF 2nd
Tacncal Air Force Medium Bombers
Association, 6 Kenwood Road. Edmonton.

London URNY7ID

Attention To Two Items

I would like to call vour attention to tvo
items. Irem number one 1ppeared 1 the
August 1996 1ssue, Roval Air Force Training
n the South-East Area. Another training
location was “War Eagle Field" Lancaster.
California, 1 had mv basic B-13A flight

training there, [t was really a country ¢lub
operation, with two swimming poaols, sur-
rounded by one storv cott ages joined
together. [ understand there mav have been
other RAF units in the West.

NGy

POLARIS:

Item number two, Bless "Em All appeared in
the February 1997 issue. Another popular
song was “Lilv From Picadillv®- The answer
to the German Ballard “Lily Marlene.” This
great song was sung at the dances of the
94th Bomb Group at Bury St. Edmunds and
may have been popular at other bases.

Bless '"Em All
Sincerely,
John D MacLeod
94th Bomb Group 33 1st Squadron
Winchester, ME
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8 NEWSHITE ALK FONEE |

ATTENTION: 8TH AIR FORCE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

y name is Carrie Haltof and T am studying A-
I\ / | Levels at Braintree College. For my History A-

Level Tam doing a project on the American
involvement in the Second World War in Essex. | am try-
ing to find out about the initial impressions the Americans
had on the people of Essex and what their stay was like in
Essex.
Vie Lewis from Colchester Recalled.
vour name and address and suggested that if I ask vou very

He kindlv gave me

nicely it might be possible to put a copy of the enclosed
questionnaire in vour magazine to appeal to anvone willing
to share their memories of Essex with me.

[ [1.‘[\1' l“\L‘“\ L'['L'd [I]l‘(]Ll!_-‘T]'] A ]‘l‘I"l”L’. Lo many veterans 1]].‘[
they are linked to E-Mail, if this is also the same with vou |
have enclosed my college E-Mail address along with my
home address for members to contact me with any queries
O quUestIons.

Thank vou verv much for all vour help with my project.
I am sincerely grateful.

Yours sincercly,

Carrie Haltof

19 Kenworthy Rd. Braintree Essex CM7 1]] England
Tel: 01376 341689 E-Mail: braincol@rmple.co.uk

While doing my research | came in contact with Mr.

“FAME'S FAVORED £EW"
22nd Bomb Group 1/11 CCR
REUNION: October 15-20,1998
Hampton, VA. Holiday Inn

CONTACT:
Tel/Fax (707)258-8806/1289
3935 Young Ave.
Napa. CA. 94558-2654
92nd Bomb Wing Types
PLEASE RESPOND!!

Irv Baum

QUESTIONNAIRE
Name:
At which Airfield were vou stationed?
How long were vou there?
What was vour occupation?
How did vou feel abour coming to England?
What were Vi
Did vou work closely with any
What was it like to work with them?

What was vour Airtield like?

wur initial in npre ssions of the Essex people?
Essex Airmen?

Did vou learn anvthing new from the people of Essex?
Did your opinion on the people of Essex change by the end of
the war?
Did you keep in

America?

contact with any of them when vou returned to

THE FORT or LIB POEM FIX

The poem, titled Fort or Lib - Which Was Best, was not
written by Kevin Pearson. [t was written by Jim Jones
of Tailwinds. Kevin got the story off the internet and
traded several e-mails with Jim in the process. Kevin
has already e-mailed Jim to let him know that he was-
n’t trying to take credit for Jim’s story and he assured
him a correction would appear in this issue of 8th AF
News.

94th REUNION NOTICE FIX

94th Bomb Grour Memorial Association will not have a
1998 reunion as previously listed in the Reunion
Information, November 1997 issue. The group’s next
meeting will be held in Seattle, October 4-11, 1999,

THE STEEL COVERED BIBLE
A steel covered Bible may have saved the life of
2nd Lt. Robert Turner, 21, bombardier of an
Sth AAF Flying Fortress, when flak fragments
lodged in the Bible instead of his heart, the
picce of flak is shown alongside the Bible, Lt.
Turner was on his 14th mission, one of the
gigantic U.S. raids on German airplane facro-
ries. A piece of flak came up through the
plexi-glass nose and grazed his arm, ripping

his leather jacket, and lodging in the center of
the Bible in his T‘lls,'kL‘t,

—
L — -
A—

131997 iy King Fastures Synakcate, Inc. World rgpis rese
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Happy New Year everyone!!!l We are extremely excited to wel-
come you to our new PX Order Form format. We have expanded
our available line to provide you with the latest in 8th Air Force
related books, videos and specialty items. Please take a
moment and look through cur new ad. We hope that you will find
it to your liking.

We unfortunately have some bad news to report. The entire
8th Air Force trilogy from author Roger Freeman are now out-of-
print: The Mighty Eighth, Mighty Eighth War Diary, and the
Mighty Eighth War Manual. The publisher has discontinued
printing them, and there are currently no plans for a re-print. We
are out of stock on the Mighty Eighth and the Mighty Eighth
War Manual. However, we do have the Mighty Eighth War
Diary in stock. If you don't have this volume in your library, we
urge you to order now to avoid disappointment.

We have stocked some excellent new books in the PX. One in
particular is “Over Here" The Americans in Norfolk during
World War Il. This is a nostalgic look at wartime Norfolk. This
excellent photo book mainly deals with 2nd and 3rd Air Division
history. We can only offer this book for a very short time
because it is now out-of-print in Great Britain. We have a limited
number of copies so please don't delay in ordering this excellent
piece.

Finally, we are extremely pleased to once again offer the two
video tapes that were made by the 8th Air Force Historical

Society. They have heen
out of stock for a few years,
but are very proud to offer
them to you once again
Start Engines - Plus 50
years was produced and
funded by the Society a
number of years ago. Itis a
general story of the history
of the 8th Air Force.
Simply put....if you haven't
seen it....don't cheat your-
self...get a copy!ll! The
other tape i1s “Behind the
Wire,” which was also done
by the Society. This film
deals with the POW Experience. Both tapes are award winning
documentaries and are superbly produced. They are also excel-
lent gifts for children and/or grandchildren.

Monica and | look forward to hearing from you very soon. God
Bless and all the best for 1998!!l Cheers!!!

Mark and Monica Copeland
8th Air Force Historical Society PX Managers

R

TAPS

Barthel, Charles, Laporte, IN 447thBG
Boizille, Paul, Goose Creek, SC 447thBG
Burke, John J., Paterson, NJ 84thBG
Deaver, Charlie BAD-2
Dunne, Joseph, Schaumburg, IL 447thBG
Farrell, Mark New York Chapter

Ferguson, George W., Columbus OH

Geisler, Howard BAD-2
Hall, James W., Augusta, GA 46thBG
Harris, Richard C., Jr., Cone Texas

Jackson, Paul B. BAD-2
Johnson, Leon W., Columbia MO

O’Conner, James J., Monmouth Beach, NJ 446thBG

Odom, Thetus C., Big Sandy TN
Pelot, Mell S., Past President of Georgia Chapter

Perry, Eugene C., 351st BG
Reder, John, Mt. Prospect, IL 447thBG
Roberts, James E., Jonesboro, GA 489thBG
Rowan, John E., Cary, NC 351st BG
Steckler, Robert, Bayside,NY

Sykes, James, South Hero, UT 447thBG
Taylor, Frank P, 322ndBG

Williams, Charles N. “Chuck”, Mississippi Chapter
Williams, Leon W., MclLean, VA 44thBG

February 1998 (98-1)

WOREDMVARMINUEGERANSHMIBUR
When: June 8 - June 16, 1998

Where: a nostalgic journey back to
England to visit the Duxford Air Museum ,
the (meerial War Museum, Cabinet war
rooms, an RAF base, and The American
Military Cemetery.

Cost: $1650.00 per person (DBL OCC):
includes R/T air via British Air, JFK/NY-
London, 6 nights at Embassy Hotel, full

breakfast and dinner daily, admissions fees,

Executive Motorcoach with guide, baggage

handling and faxes.

For complete details, CALL TODAY
SN0 elarnog frays|
800-468-8770
E-mail: htte://www.snug96 webspan.net
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8TH AIR FORCE PX ORDER PAGE

Please use the |latest PX page when ordering. "'ﬁ, 5‘ Prices listed are good through 1 May 1998.
CLOTHING
arty TOTAL gaTY. TOTAL
P11 4" Jacket Patch (Blug/White with 8th AF emblem) $ 3.95 __ C1 8th AF Cap - Good Quality - Fits all sizes $ 8.95
_ P2 Special Blazer pateh (Gold Bouillon thread) § 19.95 __ C2 Bth AF Cap - Better Quality - Fits all sizes $ 16.95

P3 8ih AF Shoulder Paich (wartime patch reproduction) § 2.95
P4 Deluxe 8th AF Shoulder Patch (Gold Bouillon thread) 5 17.85 C3 T-Shirts - 8th AF logo in full color

Please indicate size(s) wanted
S (I

J1 3/4 inch B8th AFHS Lapel Pin
J2 3/4 inch 8th AFHS Life Member Lapal Pin

2.75 e | R N § 11.95
3.25

__J3 11/4inch 8th AFHS Lapel Pin 4.95 ___ C4 Sweatshirts - Bth AF logo in full color
. Please indicate size(s) wanted
__J5 Bth AFHS Tie Tac (Life Member) 4.50 — S__M__L__ XL -------- $ 18.95
___J6 B-17 Belt Buckle, (Pewter finish) 13.95 B ¢ LT $ 21.95

]
$
$
J4 Bth AFHS Tie Tac (Regular) § 385
$
§
$

J7 B-24 Belt Buckle, (Pewter finish) 13.95

J8 8th AF Bolo Tie C5 Golf Shirts - 8th AF logo in blue

___ Gold Medallion Clasp with Black Rope $17.95 Please indicate size(s) wanted
___ Silver Medallion Clasp with Black Rope  § 17.85 S___ M__ L __ XL -===ee- $ 2000
__ Gold Medallion Clasp with Gold Rope $ 17.95 XXL --==mmmemm e $ 22.00
_J9 Solid Pewter Tie Tacs @ $6.95 each $ 6.95
please circle your choice(s) __ C6 A-2 Jacket, genuine goatskin :
B-17 B-24 P-47 P-51 P-38 Order one size larger than your suit size
_J10 Key ring Tabs @ $6.95 each $ 3.95 Indicate __ Regular ____ Long $175.00
please circle your choice(s)
B-17 B-24 P-47 P-51 P-38 Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery
__J11 Bth AF Key Ring - Metal key ring with 8th AF emblem 3 3.95
J12 Gold Ladies 8th AF Bow Broach Pin $§ 895

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

J13 Ladies Gold plated Earrings, 8th AF emblem $ 1295
(pierced ears only)

— J14 Miniature Wings - lapel type $ 495 ___ M1 8th AF Wall Clock $ 19.95
please circle your choice
Crew Member Pilot __ M2 Grave Markers - 5 7/8" Diameter, with metal stake

Aluminum $ 15.00

AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES ____ Bronze $ 80:00

Please check here if you would prefer a

|

__ A1 Bth AF Logo Metal Grille Ornament $ 12.95 flush mount for bronze marker,
___ A2 Bth AF License Plate - 6"x12" $§ 385
A3 B8th AF License Plate Holder (one per order) $§ 595 __ Q__ M3 Bronze Coin/Medallion, 2* diameter - WAS $6.95, now $§  4.50
___ A4 Bth AF Bumper Stickers @ .90 each § 80
or 3 Bumper Stickersfor $2.00 § 200 ____ §__ M4 B8ith AF Luggage Tags $ 4.25
__ A5 Bth AF 4" Sticker @ .75 each $§ 75 or2for$7.95 $ 7.95
or 3 Stickers for $2.00 § 200 M5 Bth AF Zippy Letter Opener $ 2.00
A6 Bth AF 3 1/4" Inside Decals @ .75 each § .75 or3for$4.95 § 495
or 3 Inside Decals for $2.00 $§ 200

8TH AIR FORCE BOOKS

arty TOTAL
ROGER FREEMAN BOOKS: THE FOLLOWING POPULAR HARDCOVER BOOKS WERE WRITTEN BY NOTED 8TH AF HISTORIAN ROGER FREEMAN

__ B1 Mighty Eighth in Color, Roger Freeman, 1992. Hdbd, 8 1/2 x 11, 160pp, 426 color illustrations. $ 35.00
Take a nostalgic trip back 1o England 1542-45 with this magnificent book of all color WW2 photos. Superb!

__ B2 _ Mighty Eighth Warpaint & Heraldry, Roger Freeman, 1997. Hdbd, B 1/2 x 11, 160 pp, Color photos. $ 3495
The latest edition from 8th AF histonan Freeman. Examines the colors, markings and heraldry of every 8th AF unit. A must have book!

B3 Mighty Eighth War Diary, Roger Freeman, 1990 (revised). Hdbd, 8 1/2 x 11, 300+ pages. § 4995
2nd book in the trilogy of Freeman 8th AF histories. Day-by-day accounts of Bth AF activities, missions and losses. A great history|
Please note this book Is now out of print- order now to avoid disappointment.

__ B4 Claims to Fame: The B-17 Flying Fortress, Freeman & Birdsall, 1993. Hdbd, 6 1/4 x 9 1/2. Study of the most famous B-17sof § 24.95
WW2 -- longest serving, most damaged, etc. All studies are meticulously researched. Fascinating!

__ B5 Mighty Eighth in Art, Roger Freeman, 1998. Hdbd, 11 1/4 x 9, 160pp. Remarkable collection of aviation art relating to the 8th AF.  $ 39.95
Beautiful book! Highly recommended!

Raiding the Reich: The Allied Strategic Bombing Offensive in Europe, Roger Freeman, 1996. Hdbd, 8 3/4 x 11 1/4, 160 pp, $ 29.95
{“e:a‘l;‘-} 260 b/w photos. Study of the ‘Round the Clock' bombing theory. Another Freeman classic!

\. y
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Prices listed are good through 1 May 1998.

B7 Airfields of the Eighth, Then & Now, Roger Freeman, 1987. Hdbd. Each 8ih AF base Is presented in this ‘musi-have’ book. § 35.00
The history of the base, and the 'then and now’ photos lllustrate this graat waork!

OTHER BTH AIR FORCE BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE PX

BB Mustang Aces of the 8th Air Force, Jerry Scutts, 1894, Stbd., 7 1/4" x 10°, 86 pp. 103 b/w photos, 86 color prafile paintings $ 1585
{E} History of P-51 Mustang aces of the 8th AF. Covers all 8th AF Fighter Groups and respective aces

B9 Fighter Command, Ethell & Sand, 1892. Hdbd, 10" x 10%, 180 pp. American fighters of WWII in color. The story of the men, alrplanes, § 29.95
pasas, and countryside, plus excelient first-parson accounts from WWII fighter pilots. lllustratad with ovar 200 original color photos! Ternfic book!

— B10 Bomber Command, Ethell. 1993. Hdbd, 10* x 10*, 180pp. American bombers of WWII in colar.  Unique collection of USAAC bombersin @~ § 29.95
@ original color photos. First hand accounts from bomber crewmen. Excellent book!

— B11 Big Week: The Classic Story of the Crucial Air Battle of World war |l Infeid, 1962. & 1/4* x @ 1/2*, 125 pp. The mos! critical time § 16.95
{gm} of the Bth Air Force - February 1944, Complete and detailed history of the most decisive period in Bth Air Force history.

__ B12 Eighth Air Force Bomber Stories. McLahian, 1893 Hdbd, 6 3/4' x 9 1/2°, 208 pp., 150 photos. Gripping, graphic and honest lirst-hand  § 37.95
@ accounts from 8th Air Force bomber crew experiences. Set against previously unpublished photos, this book paints a vivid picture of life as
a bomber crawman in the Bth Alr Force. Great reading!
B13

The Mighty Eighth: The Air War in Europe as Told by the Men who Fought It, Astor, 1887, Hdbd, 8* x3°, 464 pp.. 16 b/w photos.§ 26 95
New book that chronicles the first-hand accounts of 8th Air Force combat crewmen. Very nicaly formatted, Super book!

— B14 From Somewhere in England, Landa D. A, 1981, Hdbd, 8 172" x 11" Nostalgic look at life in the Eighth Air Force during WWIL. Well  § 29.95
written and superbly illustrated. Greal "then-and-now” photos!

— B15 Bloody Skies, McGuire and Hadley, 1980. Hdbd, 448pp., 6* x 8 3/4', photos. An outstanding account of the air war over Europe and the 15th$ 22 85
Air Force. Autographed by the authors!

— B16 8th Air Force Yearbook (reprint); Hdbd., 224 pp. Pictorial. Superb photo book published especially for the Bth Air Force Historical Socisty  § 32.95
members. Terrilic book!

— B17 The Evader, Harry A Dolph. Stbd. An American airman's story of eight months with the Dutch underground. Readers’ Digest January 1984 § 18.95
condensed book selaction,

— B18 Raiders of the Reich: Air Battle - Western Europe 1942-1945, Bowman & Bolten, 1996, Hdbd, 6' x 8* 224 pp., 32 baw photos § 29.95
Superb book giving vivid accounts from not only Allied aircrews, but Luftwaffe fighter pilots. Interasting reading and captivating stories from
both sides

— B19 Four Miles High: The Bth Air Force 1st. 2nd and 3rd Air Divisions in World War Two, Bowman. Hdbd, 7 1/4" x 8 1/2*, 248pp.. 176 § 39.95
@ b/w photos, B color. This emotional study pays tribute to the men and women of the 'Mighty Eighth’,

__ B20 US Bth Air Force in Camera - Volume 1- Pearl harbor to Big Week 1941-1944, Bowman, Hdbd, 7 ¥/4" x 10 /2, 182 pp., 220 biw  § 29.95
@ photos. Fully illustrated in black and white photos, author captures a pictorial aspect of the Mighty Eighth at war!

— B21 The 8th Air Force Album, 1978, Hdbd. 9° x 12°, 224 pp. Photo essay of the 8th Alr Force in WWII. 1150 photos, Including 250 nose at~ § 29.95
pholos. Published by the Bth Air Force Historical Society. Excellent book!

B22 Air War Europa, Hammal, 1997. Strbd. This fine book gives a day-to-day account of the alr war over Europe. A great book to guideyou  § 19.85
@ through the greatest alr battles the world has ever sean!

__ B23 Eyes of the Eighth, Keen, 1887. Hdbd. Explore the heroic exploits of the 7th Photo Reconnnaissance Group in this unique and exceptional $ 4895
@:} unit history. Author Pat Keen gives the reader an insightful account of the ‘Photo Joes' of the 8th AF

__ B24 8th Air Force at War - Memories and Missions, England, 1942-1945, Bowman. hdbd, 7 1/4° x 10°, 216pp., 198 b/w photos. A wealthof $ 3495
eyewilness accounts. poems, diary extracts. photographs, cartoons, and ads recall the days of the Mighty Eighth in remarkable detail
Greatl book!

B25 B-17 Flying Fortress, Hess, 1994. Stbd., 9" x 10 1/2°, 1d4pp.. 107 b/w photos, 33 color, 1 map. This tribute to the B-17 is filled with design, § 24,95
manufacture and combat records. plus rare color photos from WWII showing aircralt, nose ant, and crews. A very nice tribute to the ‘Font'.
B26

USAAF Fighter Stories: Dramatic Accounts of American Fighter Pilots in Training and Combat Over Europe in World war 2.  § 39.95
McLachlan, 1987. Hdbd, 6 1/2* x 9*, 192 pp.. 180 photos. Well illustrated accounts of training, combat, bail-out dramas, POW, and evades
adventures. Stories from the 4th, 20th, 55th, 78th, 339th, 352nd, 356th, 361sl, and 384th FG personnel. Aircralt archeology stories. Great book!

— B27 B-24 Liberator, Johnsen, 1992. Stbd, " x 10 1/2", 144 pp., 106 b/w photos, 41 color, 7 diagrams. A tribute to the mighty 'Lib". Sories of $ 2495
design, manufacture, combat records, production facts, engines and armament. Nice book!

__ B28 Called to Command - The Life of General Gerald Johnson, Johnson, 1996, Hdbd.. photos. Remarkable story of 56th FG ace Gerald § 29.95
Johnson. Courage, dedication lo duty, commmitment and luck describe this wonder lul look at his incredible life.

ﬁ R

TOTAL
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8TH AIR FORCE

- Please use the latest PX page when ordering.
aTy

PX ORDER PAGE

Prices listed are good through 1 May 1998. A
TOTAL

___ B29 America's Aces in a Day, Hess, 6" x 9", 192pp., 50 photos. Willlam Hess brilliantly chronicles the combat records of American pllots that ~ § 19.95 _
achieved the status of "Ace in a day". Covars USAAF, Navy, Marines - 1841-45

— B30 B-17 Nose Art Directory, Forman, 1995, Stbd, B 1/2" x 11", 86 pp., 32 pholos. For the benefit of the aviation researcher and enthulast, $ 15.95
Forman has catagorized over 8200 B-17 serlal numbers and respective nose art names

— B31 German Jets vs the US Army Air Force- Battle for the Skies Over Europe, Hess, 1996. In late summer 1944, an awesome new $ 19.95

weapon look to the skies over Europe - the et fighter. Hess explores this radical change in air combat in WWII, with interviews of both American
and German airmen about tactics and defense. Superb book!

— B32 The Interrogator, The Story of Hanns Joachim Scharff, Master interrogator of the Luftwatie. hdbd, 6" x 97, 352 pp., 150+ photos. The $ 29.95.
amazing story of the man who questioned captured Bth AF fighter and bomber crewmen during WWII. Long out of print!

— B33 Over Here- The Americans in Norfolk during WWII, Snelling, 1994. Hdbd. Well-illustrated. For a limited time only, we are offering this ~ § 34,95
now out-of-print boak. Mainly detailing the 2nd Air Division, this book chronicles the life of crawmen at bases around the Norwich area.

- Squadron Signal's In Action series: Sibd. Excellent quick reference on specific aircraft. The perfect gift for a grandchild! Circle your choice.  § 7,95

B-17 B-24 P-51 P47 P38

ary 8TH AIR FORCE VIDEOS TOTAL

V1 Pistol Packin' Mama, 60 minutes. Story of the crew of the Pistol Packin' Mama B-17 crew from the 380th BG. Their story is heart-wrenching,§ 24,95
emotional and extremely stimulating. Very highly recommended!

— V2 Wing and a Prayer: The Story of Utah Man, 58 minutes. August 1, 1943 - Target, Ploesti, Rumania. One of the most infamous missions § 24.95
@ in which the Bth AF participated. Emmy award winner, Absolutely wonderfull

__ V3 Start Engines -- Plus 50 Years, 60 minutes. Excellent video covering all aspacts of life in the 8th Air Force during WWII. Produced by the § 24.95

{‘é\} 8th AFHS. Highly recommended!

—_ V4 Behind the Wire, 80+ minutes. Suparb documentary focusing on the German POW experience. Greal first-person accounts. Don't miss this § 2495
“ﬂn award-winning film. Produced by the 8ih AFHS. y

-
=
- Quantities are limited on Sale items SALE ITEMS! Sale prices good through 1 May 1998

TOTAL

— S1 Bronze Coin Medallions - 2' diameter 50th Anniversary commemorative Medallion, 8th Air Force emblem embossed on front, $ 450
Very nice gift item Was $6.95 -- now only $4.50!

— S$2 SALE BOOK The Weathermen Let Them Fly - Story of the 8th AF Weather Squadrons, Brown. Very interesting reading! $ 9850
Was $13.95 -- now only $9.50!

— S3 SALE BOOK The Friendly Invasion, Roger Freeman, 1992, Stbd. A fine book detailing life in war-time England. Well written. $ 1000
Superb reading. Was $21.95, now only $10.00 while supplies last! This book is now out-of-print!

— S4 SALE BOOK Fighter Aces of the Mighty Eighth, Hess and Ivie, 1980, 264 pp. Well illustrated, fascinating look at the Fighter $ 18.95
Aces of the Eighth Air Force. Gripping accounts and well-researched facts. Great reading! Was $39.95 -- now just $19.95!

\ y

ORDERING INFORMATION

DIRECTIONS: Fill in quantity ordered in first blank next to Item Number. Be sure to indicate choices &
(if applicable) and sizes (if applicable). Fill in the total cost of items in the last blank line next to the
per-item price. Add the cost of all items ordered and write the total in the blank below.

Add Postage & Handling charge, write in the grand total, and PRINT your name and address.
When ordering, be sure to send all pages along with your check payable to 8BAFPX to the address below.

Cost of Items ordered: — | sHIPTO:
Shipping & Handling Charge
Under $20.00, add $3.00 —
Over $20.00, add $4.00 ____ | Address:
Overseas orders: add additional $5.00

Name:

City / State / Zip:

Grand Total , payable to STHAFPX S

Daytime Phone: ( ) 8th AF Group:

Credit Card: (Minimum Purchase $20.00)
Visa MasterCard Exp. Date

Send Orders and Payment to:
8th AFPX
c/o M.
Card No. : P.O. B;:xog::;nsq, No Phone Orders Please
Signature

L Apple valley, MN 55124

y
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by Ray F Zuker.
_4867(A)Bormb Group

The crew ot Ladv Lightnin® saw this we arrribured to the abilivy or the B- SUTVIVOTS.
most tamous ot all bodies ot warer many 17 to remam atloat long enough w [wice on returns from hectic combar
trmes between April and August of 1944, give the crew time to escape. The ssions | orde
We would also see the North Sea that decision to diteh was whe _|| L] i
extends bevond t |L'|"'|;]i\'|l hannel 1o the wid only atter ever lternative t cttnpment

north and west. The Channel itself is threc make the British coast was exhausted! the Channel to lighten our load and
hundred ey miles long and rwenty miles Owir arew taced the posability of g us 3 better chance to make land-
‘-\.I\i.\ 1T 118 narrowest pon 1T, |'u_"\‘\_'\'|' Dover li|:g||||'_ tWICe and vl th -_'| Wi 1all 1 | '|-_:| md, Our disc Iilll.'\' LIS,
and French Calats. made the coast. there was no margm wmmunition. clothing, radios. erc

[§ 15"".1'\\ held IOr grror In '|I Instande. STretahied our mey -|i\' Imee JLUst

England and s histon
1 fascination for me. Lirtlc | know that [he 14th century recorded the first bat- cnatigh to allow us to make 1t o

(BRI l] vl 'lI|L| |'\].'.‘ L|L |.L'|'l] 11 == 15 80 |]L"| |"\" WELTT » I1. 12 3

i!“\ __‘.! £ T'!IL' CIMETECTICS |i:_l \‘-ll i this de
many others have done over the centuries. Channel. These sea skirmishes were vould be added to the collecrio

| |l||..].'.'n|= il ‘.|! -'..~.1|I.f~ 0l Young Hl ||-_'|'.‘| between l:la' French. L1|1f|'i~|'.. | L |\||; s OF vears ol wanrre

the call. In the Dutch. Portuguese and the f!;|i~.l Ovel bottom ot the Channel. 11 velled
le, The the heleer skelto ppearance o bulid-

that nme forw

American men answered

motith of June, 1944, 1 took part i an the verv protitable slave trac

that sealed the doom ot the German Channel trom

even

| became a ings i Fnehish coastal villages. There
h '

preserved the integrity of the green islands 1t that time depended on the development istic disarray. Many of the huildings

military machme and 1ts mad gemus and watery battletield. Survival for the Engh

ot Britain. of Naval men-ot=war equipped with heawy vere framed from the curved ribs of
I recall elearly Hving aut over the cannon which could be used tor oftense or vrecked sailing vessels salvaged fron
Clannel on traning thights belore detense. the stormy coast.
ur biest rssion and seeing it tor the The Channel bottom began to fill with The 18th Century of the English Chanme
st time. To think that in thes the retuse and waste of war, Even those was dominated by the French wars, It was
waters centuries of historv lies hidden carlv Men-Of-War possessed  impressive French armada that was destroved by gale
I was deeplv impressed. ' A ship of the ine could dis- force winds in 1744 before it could atrack.

[he Channel below. the result of winds. z lbs of hot metal with one A much smaller fleet of French ships was

tides and land mass upheaval, must has broadside. although most of 1t would end destroved by the British Navy ar Quiberon

wad 1ts beginnmg in the Paleolithic Age. 1 up sinking to the bottom, Bay i November of 1739, This action
|

envistoned ancient ancestors chasing wild It 15 indeed interesting to see that trade determinec

n in the Channe! created alliances and English Channel. The ships ot England

British supremacy i the

aame down the valley that is now 1

English Channel. Theory has it that the treaties as well as armed conflict. Most o would not be challenged again 1 the

Channel we see todav has changed very - those agreements were uneasy at best and Channel. Brivanma ruled the waves, at

tle m its course 1n the past eight thousand many were broken. Historv, unforrunate- least in that part ot the world berween the

It :';'L'.II'.:;‘Ll thar T!',-; i
21301

teaches few lessons which are remem- sceptered isles and the European mainland.

‘.'L‘-]l mva- |\.

was launched 35 B.CL I bered when circumstances repeat then- | was n|.|i|. shaken by mv first sight of

el Ttis adark and forbid-

l..."_.w- Caesar, who added the tribes of selves m the at

fairs of human be
Britain to the Roman Empire. Early in the 17th Century. the
[

tides which are caused by a powerful gravi- commerce on the high seas. Their which seem to glow when disturbed.

1w Channel possesses extraordinarn British East India Company

tattonal pull which begins i the Artlantic well built, sturdv merchant ships car- [he Cha
Ocean. then pushes the water through this ried great numbers of heavy naval tor the unwary, Even on acaln

NArrow ;| .‘|'|"u'| up mro the Nort | by ot 14 nd g2uns to protedt ‘.|'L|1'\.‘|- (=h) l.l';l.'n the SECTI I1‘:.1|". 155 1 ilevolent s w nng

l"]l'\ lln'l I|1‘.\| (RL A I]L'I‘. 11 ';lL'li.'\ '.‘llL' \IL".IL I’L '.Li]. : I'L'E'lL]‘ 1 1L| "‘\[‘!I i '..ul |-IL' -I ~1 | \|.-'-- ‘|| £ Wil ds. [' |-.-|.-|- i:-\'

Ocean. Tides like these are not found any- “privateers.” A pris was nothing knowledge that so many comrades

‘\!Il.'. ¢ise I the ""I'||\|. more th 5 COITINIS- 3 |I|I.| UE 110 a1 Watery 23 11 :l L

When we began opera

were bricted caretully o the Channel, the seas tor mutual benetit, The pri- ness, | alse knew thar Lwould be tle-

covVErmment to aperate o1 Channel added to mvy sense ot uneasi-

t hus boorv and the govern- ing over those cold warers mvself and

nding WATECI') wWas VATEET

Ditching terash

have to ditchs Tt wasn’t a reas-

ous at best. We were told t ment benetirted by the destruction of n

the survival rate of air erews enemy shipping. There is no wav to SUTINE prospect,
fom nim ':'l:. { |' 1 IL| wWas a |-.|'.|'\'-. ‘|l Womany NEH.."'- |||~ .]Ll Wi I 1823 ‘.|".' ] i?i'\ll |"l‘-T I"|'iLL' .HI"I'Iii*-

zoes were lost in the battles. Mam sioned its Hrst steam driven packer. Tts

tor B=24 crews and 37% for

crews, The ditfering rates of suninal times both ships were sunk with no dutv was to deliver the mail acrass the
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The English Channel cont'd

Channel from Dover to Calais, Its name
would appear again in 1939, and was made
famous in the Battle of Britun in 1942,
The name of that humble packet was
“Spitfire.”

The 20th Century began with some
promise o an era of peace and prosperity,
although all the while the sun was begin-
ning to fade over the British Empire. The
storm of World War [ was gathering
'.\'t]'l..'ngth .'l“d .lg.“ﬂ Ihl..‘ Ch.l[ll'll’l ‘\'(\Uld
claim lives. hopes. and dreams in unrelent-
ing measure. The depths would gne up
some of the dead on the tides borne by the
winds, but not nearly all, Some would drift
on those terrible tides up and through the
North Sea to finally come to rest in the
cold stle of the Arerie Ocean. The number
of casualties in “the Great War™ would
wstound those staid English islanders.

They would not dream that just 23 vears
later it would stare all over again, The
“Moat,” as some called the Channel, would
again serve as a bartlefield as well as a
deterrent to invasions. The German “U-
Boat™ woltpacks would take their wll, once
again adding new debris of war to the cen-
turies of accumulation on the channel
tloor.

World War 1T came as a surprise 1o many
of the Brinish. In 1942 Germany launched
an air armada unparalleled i its numbers
and ferocity. In this pitched aeral attack
Brivish fighter prlots in their Spitfires and
Hurricanes hurled themselves ar their
ancient enemy over the channel.

The British and German fighters
wheeled, turmed, and dived on one another,
Al guns spinting tire and lead. Then. many
in thimes, they would fall. Often they tell
into the ever-naiting waters of the channel,
The tlames were snutfed out and by the
time the combatants reached the depths, all
fight and fire had been extinguished. There
man and machine would spend eternity.

The Eighth Air Force began Aving its
first missions in 1942, after Americs
entered the war on Decentber 7, 1941,
Qur general staff had convineed them-
selves thar stiategie daylight bombing
would be the role of the Eighth An
lForce. American Soldiers in the air-
!.‘].'l.ﬂl.". 0on i}l\' ;_'I'lll”'lLL .‘l:‘hj mn tI]L‘
fighting ships paid the price, mam
with their lives.
It has been wrtten that there are fitty cen-
turies of mantime history hidden on the
bottom of the English Channel. Sailors ror
Al those centuries have I'I.."‘pl.'l..'tl.:tj and
feared these treacherous waters. In the

middle ot the 20th century, armen o
would feel this tear and dread. The cold
water. tide driven. is more than a march tor
anyone forced down. It was on those
ancient waters | saw the greatest sea drama
of World War 1 untold —~ the invasion of
Normandy by the allies 1n June. 1944,
May 9. 1944, was the date Lady
Lightmn” would take her erew on their
hirst combat mission across the
Frghsh Channel. Our targer was an
airtield held by German fighter com-
mand in oceupied FFrance. The warer
l‘l.‘.\'\‘ [l 'l'L.l.’\l u.'ll[\! .lnd Itﬂ"‘i\ltﬁ‘-l;—:. ‘\”
the crew, mysell included, commented
that we hoped we never had 1o test the
temperature of the water down there
The mvasion o1 the continent was not
taroft. At 2220 hours, the erew of
Lady Lightrun' was awakened. Take
off was delaved untl 2520 hours. Our
TArget Was the ratlroad vards west of
Caen, France, in Normandy.
A\ [} II\ W it'\\ I\\..lll'»\.' Il'-l' \']I l.ltl"
were at only 3,000 teet, and lower in
some places. The rain stopped and the
wind abared somewhar in those early
hourse The barrage balloons were
pulled down to mast height. There
were o German fighters tointertere
with the action thar dav, We saw the

landings had already begun on all the
i'L‘.ILlTL“.

The air was filled with airplanes o1
every deseripuion, The low ceiling
made group rendezvous hazardous, so
our group swung south with lictle fuel,
W E-ilh]n! (IR | I{ll\ .11 Air |'l"';'L' lT.'I.‘-L'
in southern England, near
Portsmouth. We loaded on 322 eal-
lons of aviation tuel, more than
enough to get us back to Sudbury in
Last Angha, with a good margin in
case we had 1o be diverted agan.

Hostilities conunued in the
European Theatre of Operations until
mid-1945, The crew of Lady Lightnin'
fiished thetr tour of active duty in

combat operatons and returned state-
side.. For us the shooting war ended.
At war's end the world was overwhelmed

bv the cold staristics of the conflict. There
are those who seem to take delight in
weounting for the myriad details of war
that in truth only add up to personal sul-
fermg and wragedy. It was only those that
profited who were really interested in the
shocking stausties, The troops home trom
the bartletields and high seas could not
have cared less about the number ot B-24%s

manufactured, or ships launched. We were
concerned with our own well being.

From a perspective of well over 43 vears
the scale of the conflict takes on more
interest and seems even more remarkable.
During the tme the Sth Air Force was on
operations, 293,399 combat sorties were
|I|l\\‘r1.. all I'nu:t‘d over 111!.' E 11{.’.“\]1 C]h‘lﬂt‘lcl
or the North Sea. Gunners in the bombers
of the Sth AF fired 72,339,729 rounds of
5C calibre ammunition during the war with
Germany. Going out on missions. each
gunner would fire 15 rounds betore reach-
ing enemy landfall to clear the guns. This
was alwayvs done over water, The lead slug
from the 3C calibre gun weighs 709 grains
(7,000 grains per pound.)

Caleulations indicare that we lefr 2,233
tons of lead in the waters ott the coast of
England just clearing guns. The combined
weight of all ammunition expended by the
Sth Air Force gunners totaled 3.663.49
tons. In the latter days of the air war there
were fewer enemy fighters and less ammu-
nition was expended, much of it being
brought back to England to be used again,
These statistics are not recorded 1n most of
tht.' h()ﬂl\'\ .]h(\l” d-ll.' Wilr.

This battlefield we call the English
Channel has been used for centuries in the
conduct of war. It should serve as 3
reminder and as a monument to the fact
that war is not an art or scence, It s
rather an unglamorous exercise in which so
called “civilized” men and women endeavor
to kill and maim one another under a polit-
ical. economic, or religious banner. A poor
excuse for such savagen is perhaps better
than none. For the millions of voung men
and women who lie in their graves as a
result of war it would make hirtle difference
whether they were aggressor or defender.
In the case of WWI1 it s clear that the foe
was an evil genmus who had a tanrastic, dis-
torted vision of a world under his domin-
ton. His destruction was truly a noble
cause. Yet, those who became casualties
had verv little to sav about such global
consequences.

They simply did their duty. The English
Channel will ow into the 21st Century
and bevond. Not even a ripple on s
waters will mark the time. She will endure.

Ray Zuker and his wife Naomi, reside in
Kuoxville TN. Ray is editor of the Tennessee
Flyover, and has written 8th AF articles for

numevous publications.
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51 8 UNTONS I8 8 UNLONS R E UNIONS .

489th Bomb Group Freeman Army Air Field cochshyvb@bendner.con
April 4, 1998 June 5-7, 1998
Savannah, GA Contact: Tom and Bettv McQuaid — Hosted by: City of Sevmore. Indiana 398th Bombardment Group 8th AF
23 Surtside Drive Ormond Beach. FL 32176 Contact: Ted Jordan, Airport Manager or Janc August 26-29, 1998
G444 | 4086 Henlev. Freeman Mumapal Awport, P.O, Box Annual Reumion i Harrisburg, Pennsylivania
702, Seymour, IN 47274 Contact: Georze R, Hilliard -\-II Quartermame
446th Bomb Group Ave, Cimomman. OH 45236-2513 Unn
April 30 - May 3, 1998 Contact, 398th Bomb Group

Savannah Marnor Rivertront, Savannmah, GA. BAD 2 Association
Contact: Link Veazey, 1938 Harbor Oaks Dr., June 23-29, Blackpool, England 361st FG WwlI

Snellville, GA. 30278 (770) 972-3853 August 27-30, Savannah, GA. September 9-13, 1998

Contact: Dick McClune 527 Quarterticld Rd., Crown Plaza Hotel, Nashville, TN
Second Air Division Association Newport News, VA 23602 PH: (757) 877-3826 Contact: Dave Landin, 8419 Michael Rd..
50th Anniversarv Convention Richmond, VA 23229 §04-288-3889
May 23-26, 1998 398th Bombardment Group 8th AF
Ol E’-:'nul\ Hills Hlotel & Resort, 3500 Midwest August 26-29, 1998 364th FTR GP (WWII)
Raad, Oak Brook Hills, TL 60522 Tel. (630) viinual Reumon i Harrisburg, Pennsvivania Sept 13-17, 1998
85C-3335 Contact: George R H|'|".|\: 7841 Quartermame Honmngron, Frng, 8th AF, and Support Unit
\ve, Cincinnaty, OH 45236-2313 Unnt Reumon, Amerstar Casino Hotel, Coungil
351st Bomb Group Contact. 398th I"uun‘."u Group Blutt. [A. Contact: Dan Lefrwich, 6632 Caldero
June 3-7, 1998 Ct., Dayton. OH 45415, PH: 937-890-3641.
23rd annual reunton Park Tucson Horel. Tucson. 339FG
Arizona Contact: Clint Hammond., PO Box 281, August 27-31, 1998 493rd Bomb Group
Mechaniesburg, PA 17055 Desoro Hilton Hotel. Savanmah GA Contact: October 19-23
Richard C. Penrose. 142 SW | 7th Street. Bend, Cherry Hill, NJ
OR 97702 (54113890305 e=mail:

MORE REUNIONS ON PAGE 29.

One of the more bewildering observations T noticed during
WWII was the large number of poor formations m combat.
Although we all know that a straggling [ormation was move
vulnerable o fighter arracks and precision bombing by a unic

required a combat box that was tight: why stay out of posi-
tion?

Most pilots will agree that close formation was easier 1o fly,
made enemy fighter attacks more difficult and resulted in a
better bomb patrern-and the tighter the formation, the better
the turns.

Why was it possible fora pilot to hold a position hundreds
af feet out of position for hours but would not move into the proper close formation?
My concern was not limited to wingmen only. How about the group. squadron or
clement leader? You need not be a pilot to have an answer to this question. What do

vou think? Let me or the editor hear from vou.

Lew Lyle Positioning for the lead of a combar wing. the 333rd Bomb Group
207 Ridge One formaton climbs over England, 16 March 1943; This view from a
Hot Springs, AR 71901 Fortress in the higher 379th Bomb Group reveals the three-plane ele-

memts with which group formations were built,
Mujar General Lew Lyle was group commander of the 303rd BG and 379th BG. He served on the
Historical Society Board of Divectors, and is President of the Hevitage Musein.

LEADER OF LONGEST COMBAT FLIGHT IN orders from a man Beard _].inn-\\ “TH = Lieutenant General E. G. Shuler. by
HISTORY SPEAKS AT THE HERITAGE MUSEUM then the commanter ol Eiglith Air Force at Barksdale AFB,

At 636 am.. January 15, 1991, Beard led a flight of seven B-32's loaded
with conventional cruise missiles as they ook off from Barksdale AFB
headed non-stop for the Persian Gulf and the beginning of Desert Storm.

When voung Jay Beard worked in the ficlds of the tanuly near Grandview,
Missoun, in the 1960' he watched the many US. Air Force aireraft thar
came over the farm while landing and taking off trom Rich ards Gebaur HETFS 3 : B )
AFB. 1t was there he began to develop a real interest in flving l\“‘ thrie [11 the first moments of Desert Storm the seven B-32 erews struck key Traqi
was no way he could know that interest would someday cause him to lead
the longest combar thight in aviation history - the 1991 bombing nussion
wgainst Iraq in the Persian Gulf War,

Afrer graduation from the Air Force Academy. Colonial Beard went to Air
Force pilot training and became a KC-135 anker aireraft pilot.

In Julv 1986 Beard was assigned to the 2nd Bomb Wing at Barksdale AFB,
Louisiana. tlying B-32 bombers. Then in July 1990 he became commander
of the wing's 396th Bambardment Squadton. “Two and a hall weeks into

command and control facilivies, early warning radars, and POWEE gengration
md distrbution stations. The B-52"s then turned around and flew all the
way back to Barksdale AFB non-stop, When they landed they had been in
the air 38 hours. *We had four scheduled mid-air refuelings. all seven B-
52’5 made it all the way to the gulf and back anid we got the job done,” said
b\ HLi
“olonel Beard flew thar mission as a member of the Unived States Air

Fulu s Eighth Air Force which has a distinguwished 35-vear history of ser-

vice to Amertea.
my term as squadron commander we first learned that we nughe be called
on to fly special B-32 missions in the Gull War,” said Beard. “By January

Calonel Jobn H, "lay”™ Beard was moarded the ﬁ;'_\r .um;m‘f}:mm] Stewart Award by
14, 1991, we knew things were coming ro a head so 1 PUT my crews and air- N g e ; B

- = - . - R . 3 Lt. General Buck Shuler in a presentation ceremaony af the 8th AF Hr'r.rf..flg( Musewm
craft onalert.” Beard and his crews received their final instructions and C
i Savanmah,
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16 November 1997

seRRe the HS MM’)I‘!’Mﬁpel Funides
L N

To: Norman Grant President. SAF H:
sident, SAF Historical Society

Dear Mr. Gram:
Last March., 1 had

1+

ud The oppor |

ROOW, It 18 a first ¢l pportunity and good fortune 1

class facil i v

W s facility, beautitully desigred

T:iT $ Cause | mave Déen ]u-m'r ol
wanenl position, P'm told that 1) e

SPms L% b .
ponsored by Chatham County

Now 1 have just received
cenved my |

2 criticism about that museum

g i " i
S AUes notce \llxl ]
L [ 1

6 December 1997
To: Major General Frank H. Smoker, Jr. USAF,
Retired

Dear General Smoker:

Norm Grant passed me your letter of 16 November for a response and 1
am pleased to atremips 10 explain the Chapel PrOJUct tO YOu 3s We see it from
The Mighty Fighth Air Force Heritage Museum perspective.

Fitst, having a Chapel or place of meditation was always an integral part of
the museum complex game plan. The Board of Directors debated long on
whether it should be inside the overall facility or exterior t@ the building as a
part of the Memorial Gardens. The consensus of the Board determined that
it would be more appropriate, more esthetically pleasing and more uffective
as 4 part of the gardens. For reasons of budget it was not included in phase
ane of the projeet, but would be built at a later date, when money could be
paised for thar specific purpose.

Secondly, our Board of Directors are keenly aware of our fiduciary obliga-
tions to Chatham County and the potential for dilunng primary fund raising
effores towards retinng the revenue bond debt. For this reason, while the
Chapel remains a goal, The Hentage Museum has purposely not embarked
on a fund raising program for a Chapel. This calendar year museui opera-

fions reached a position where we are sustaining day to day financial require-

Gion has raised abour $1.7 million and placed

visit the Mighty | LAl
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Sincerely, o
Frank H. Smoker. Jr.. ;M
Mujonr Gendpal, USAF Retired
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Society.

kﬁﬂwﬂ.ﬂ,

ments exclusive of the bond debt. The operation will show a positive cash flow and surplus at the end of this calendar year. To date the museum organiza-

these funds in a debt service resenve sccount with the bond agent. Reliance Trust in Atlanta. Those momes arc
being used 1o service the bond debr requirements, which began | January 1997.

This initial money will carry us through mid-year of 1998. We are hard at

work at replenishing and adding to this account 50 that we an continue 10 meet aur fiduciary responsibilities. _
Thirdly, one must understand the written agreement berween The Heritage Muscum and Chatham County regarding the bonds. The Chatham County
Commissioners voted ananimously no less than five times back in the 1993-94 time frame to sell revenue bonds to support the construction of The Eighth

Air Foree Heritage Museum.

local option sales tax money 19 support the museum project. which was not supporte
annual basts to cover the bond debe serviee whether we make 3 contribution to debt seTvice O
the museum's name. We did agree to cover the anmual bond debt service as 2 form of lease pavment.

Chatham County came up with the idea of selling revenue bonds after 1 made a presentation the Commission requesting

d. The County must budger for and set sside sufficient money on an
is on the bonds 4s the guarantor-not

o are unable to meet the full requirements

of the lease payments next year, the County has agreed to meet any hort=falls in bond debr wervice, obviously with the understanding the museum will
on the obligation at a later dare. The County has agreed that at any point, where we have raised sufficient morney to cover the entire debr service which

runs for twenty years, the facility and twelve acres of Tand will be deeded to the museum.
You ape correct in that the annual bond debt service is $1.254 million, A most

lion right now the place would be ours!

Lastly, it was the idea of The Eighth Air Foree Historical Society 1o run a fund raising campaign for the Chapel.

It is at that point that we become the masters of our own destiny.

challenging number 1o meet. 1f the museum could come up with about $11 mil-

Apparently after many years of little sup-

for the overall museum project, it was decided to try and help outin 3 specific way just as they did earlicr this year with the matching fund campaign.
Our Board of Directors are most grareful for this elfort, bur view it as separte ind distinet from our operations. We have speaifically avoided using any rev-
enues we have generated from our aperations and fund raising efforts for the Chapel project. keeping A1l money directed towards our fundamental obliga-

gons to Chatham County. The Board also made the decision that no Chapel

construction would begin until the entire $300.020 required to complete the

project was in the bank. The Chapel will 2dd value to the averall complex and even serve as 3 soures f additional income from leasing and catering activities
for weddings, special services, funerals, ete. Wi ould it be helpful for the Sociery and other organizations 1o simply donate money for the purposes of debt

service in lien of the Chapel? Yes. but they do not want ©0 do that, preferring that their money go fora specific purpose.

1§ The Eighth Air Force Heritage

Muscum is t0 survive we must meet our fundamental obliganions first and that is precisely what our Board of Directars and <taff are trying diligently to

accomplish.

I teust this lengthy explanation mects with some degree of satisfaction to the issue you raised with Norm Geant. Please feel free to contact me at 1-802-
421-9428 extension 101 for additional information o answers 1o follow an gquestions. Your interest in and concern for The Heritage Museum is genuinely

appreciated,

With kind regards.

Lt. Gen. E.G. Shuler, ]t USAFE. Ret.
Chairman and CEQ

Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Muscum

Duch bl
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TO MY BOOMERANG

From placid fields of green you rise
Thrust armored nose into the skies
Your legs tucked into each nacelle
Thus transformed. a queen from hell
With throttles set. turbos turning
Synchromzed propellers chuming
Higher still I've watched you sour

Marvelled at your muffled roar

Around vou now come Kindred tribe.
As mounting arc your wings inscribe
Element, squadron tucking tight,
Your groups are formed in early light.
Wing control points. division too

Are mere routine to me or you
Departure poimt and zero hour

Demanding more of your great power

Channel crossed. we're on our way:
“Fortress hit the Hun today.”

“Bandits high at nine o'clock.”

Fifties roar and turrets rock

Through flak and fighters lumbering on,
Staccato bursts and steady drone,
Nothmng stops the steady stream

Of Boeing's Baby, Airman’s dream

Oh. I have seen vou loop and roll,
Silken *chutes from vou unfold

I"ve watched vou dive and spin in flames.

Seen the mounting list of names

Ah. but others have returned,
Feathered props and engines burned
Full of flak holes, rudder shorn.

Not the sleek war-queen ol morn

Red flares pop and chaplains pray,

Bring them safely home today
Miracles, or flying skill

Call it anything you will,

1 offer thanks to my Creator
That 1 dont fly a Liberator

By Capt. Roland L. McRae

Pilot of the Flying Fortress, “Carolina
Boomerang™

Alconbury, England: December 1943

Mac McRae, Y6th BG: 482nd BG of
Colorado Springs CO, submits this “Ode 1o a
B-17 Flying Fortress” in response to Jim
Jones’s poem which appeared about B-24's in
our November issue. Muac states “After a
mission briefing just before a bombing mis-
sion I wrote this poem in abour 20 minutes

My friends sav: “Yes, we know

Februarv 1998 (98-1)
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BOOK REVIEWS

ZOOT-SUITS and PARACHUTES

Our Fellow Member

Dons Brinker Tanner has done it again, “Who were the WASP,"
and “Zoot Suits,” are excellent books that Dorts Tanner authored.
but now Doris has done the impossible.

Zoot - Suits and Parachutes is the ultumate book in nostalgia,
voung girls in search of wings, dedication and love for their
Country, and the longing for their loved ones. Yes, there are plen-
ty of photos of pretty girls too.

Zoot - Suits and Parachures is the true story of the many pretty
and talented voung girls that Doris (A prety voung girl herself)
served with and became close friends with while learning to flv the
Army Air Corps way in WWIL There are actual letters of these
young girls, and from their loved ones. The letters are put together

in the story in a way to form a feeling that the reader is there with

\rmy ground torces in Europe makes the book complete.

It all acrually happened, the emotions and feelings are all true,
.il'it.i i Lil‘\" r:_.IJ Ilin_' 1 g " Ehl'\\_i,

The Woman's Air Force Service Pilots was a pioneering venture
for women in air power.

Zoot = Suits and Parachutes really leaves vou feeling and thinking
what a stccess it was.

This 1s a must reading for men, voung and old. When vou
women read it vou will burst with pride, stick vour heads up and

will sav. *I told vou <o.®

Zoot - Suits and Parachutes
Hard bound 8 1727 x 11 1/2" table top hook. You will be rickled
with the logo it displays so brilliantly on its blue front cover, Lots
ol pictures within,
ORDERS CAN BE PLACED FOR
AUTOGRAPHED COPIES
Send Check for $39.00 + S&H $3.50 + rax if
ipplicable ro:
DORIS BRINKLEY TANNER. AUTHOR
PO BOX 28C
UNION CITY, TN 38261
Phone 901-885-3010

Review by John Harold “Robbie™ Robinson

“Citizen Soldiers”

The U.S. Armvy from the Normandy Beaches to the Bulge 1o the
surrender of Germany
Shuster $27.50

By Stephen E. Ambrose - Simon and

Like most of Ambrose’s books, this one 1s dynamite.

While it is in chronological order, each chapter is a story on it own,
Chapter 12 1s about the A War and of course, the Mighty 8th is
discussed.

There are a few errors, Le. Willow Run turned our B-17's and the
misspelling of a few terms doesn’t detract from the overall impact.
The many oral histories make this book different than most WWII

books. You get the real story from the people who were there.

Gerald Astor's book. The Mighty 8th: The Air War in Europe As Told
By the Men Who Fought It stands out, as several of the men inter-
viewed for that book are members of our organization,

I have heard Ambrose speak and he knows his stuff. He has done
several books on World War I1.

This is his last book en WWIIL As he savs. he has had enough of
||I11 ol ii‘u! Guts.

Atter reading this book, vou'll know why.

I highly recommend it.

Ren 1CwWs 1“ - l J l\'.lu.'pi‘l.'l'\

BRONZE B-24 STATUE

In December 1997, a bronze statue of a B-17 was
installed at the Air Force Academy as part of the
50th anniversary ceremonies of the creation of the
U.S.A.F. The 2nd Air Division Association is now con-
ducting a fund drive to raise $170,000 to place a
bronze statue of a B-24 on the same site, The
wooden pattern from which the bronze statue will
be cast will be installed at the Heritage Museum in
Savannah. Those who wish to contribute to this
worthy endeavor should send their contributions to
Neal Sorensen, 132 Peninsula Rd., Medicine Lake,
MN, 55441-4112. Make your check payable to B-
24 Groups Memorial.

HERITAGE MUSEUM
WEB SITE ADDRESS

The Heritage Museum has a web site on the
internet. The site was activated in August
1997 and is available with the latest informa-
tion about events and developements at the
museum. The web site address is:
http://www.mighty8thmuseum.com

Please send 8th AF related website address-
es for publication to the NEWS Editor

28

ADVERTISING

We will only accept advertising that has to do with the
8th Air Force, 8th Air Force units or personnel, 8th Air
Force memorabilia, or the Air War over Western Europe.
To do otherwise would subject us to tax problems with
the LR.S. We do not want to jeopardize our non-profit
status in any way.

OUR RATES ARE:
Full page.....$960.00
1/2 page.....$495.00
1/4 page.....$260.00
1/8 page.....$140.00

All copy must be camera ready.
The print run is 20,000 copies per issue

February 1998 (98-1)
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489th Bomb Group
April 4, 1998

b X Contact: | Berty 3

96th BG
April 17, 1998

303rd BG (H)
August 21-26, 1998

Contact:

446th BG
56th FG Reunion May 1, 1998
April 4, 1998 Contac: M\ | 7o) HT25S BAD-2 Association
S . GA Contacts My, William H

2nd Bomb Wing

August 27-30, 1998

Contact: |

May 2, 1998 | 3417 St Andr Street ) an Vi

Contact: !

As a part of The Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage
Museum in Savannah, there is a sanctuary called The
Memorial Gardens. It
is a place to reflect - a
place to pray - a place
to pay tribute to those
who served in The
Eighth Air Force and
to those we loved and
lost.

In these Gardens
near the long reflecting
pool, there is The Wall
of Valor, much like the
impressive Memorial
Wall in the American
Cemetery in
Cambridge, England. It
is constructed of stone
with beautiful dark
green inscription panels for each name.

Eighth Air Force veterans may have permanent recogni-
tion inscribed on this Wall of Valor by contributing a dona-
tion of $100 to the continuing development of the beauti-

| President Norm Grant at the Wall of Valor.

ful Memorial Gardens. Each person's name, rank, unit
number will be carved on an individual 4x12 inch panel.
A second line is also includ-
ed for a significant mes-
sage, aircraft name, crew
name, or slogan up to 24
letters.

All names are placed in
the order of receipt - All on
d the Wall are equal status.
Sections of the Wall are
numbered so veterans and
families may easily locate
them. Join your fellow vet-
erans on the Wall of Valor -
A most fitting memorial.

The museum staff is
ready to assist you with
your order. You may order
by phone: 1-800-544-8878
Our goal is to see that every person of the 8th Air Force
has a chance to share in this great memorial. You may
send your information on the form with check or master-
card/visa if you wish. All donations are tax deductible.

THEWALL OF VALOR AT THE HERITAGE MUSEUM

Your Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone
8 AF Information
Rank Station Name
Sadn. Bomb Gp. Fir.Gp.
Other KIA[ ] POW] ]
TO MAKE A DONATION:

Enclose $100. minimum for 4" x 12" panel.
Add $1. per letter for each additional letter above 24.
Total number of letters

Please send donation and selection form
with check or money order payable to:
Mighty 8AF “Wall of Valor”

P.O. Box 1992 « Savannah, Georgia 31402-1992

For Phone donations and information:
Local: 912-283-9966 or Toll Free: 1-800-544-8878
[ ] Mastercard [ ]Visa
Acct. No.
Exp. Date

Please fill out the following space as you would like
for your Memorial Stone to be engraved.

Line 1.
Line 2

Advertisement

Februarv 1998 (98-1)

29




CE/NEWS-*S1iH ATRSEOR

BULLETIN BOARD

Prisoner of War Museum to Have Grand Opening in

Promote yvour Historical Society
m Andersonville

From Frank Frson of the Minnesora € || 0L encouragme
the Sth AF NEWS o ask all Historical Sociery members to ral \ndersomville Natonal Historie Park. Andersom Cieorg
wWvantage of the apportunities presented them by becoming act nrounces the Grand Opening of its Prison W I
m Cl PLer acn ittes and other air orzanizatnons such as 1 ceremonies to be o April 9th, 1998 ar the site. il
Confederate Air Foree, vour local Air Foree Association Chaprers, Jie sit e Confedera isans. The Muset
we EAA, et al, He also tollows President Norm Grant's sugees- sent exhibitey w honom Al POW | | el
ons that nembers contact their Units to encouraze unit imem- cral eventts wall be held throdvhout the dav, T lore, Apr
bers to become members of the Historcal Societ Mat iUs meet . | t Pt | the md ['l |
vounger enthusiasts who have 2 genume interest i e t ir | ! WASCTILES o i Woorld Woar 1 than anv othet
storv of the Mightv Eighth and would like to be active in helping umit, and many ¢ em have taken part in the 1 rd o
preserve our heritage. Frank sees our upcoming annual reunions get this museum estahlished. Manyv have said th Ul be i atrer
aTeat opportunities to show new members of the Society who we dan the apening. Furtl mior 100 imed 1 1l-
md show ther arEat time too! me 1 park ar Andersom ille. ar ode 912
LONE STAR MUSEUM Woody
. " “-'! a'lil‘,' nson
I'his photo was taken at the Lone Star Museum in Galveston 20th Fer. GP
Assoc. Linda

Texas. Tt was taken durimg a seminar - American Women in
| -
Finch and

Jack /."fi:_':' st

and 20th Frr.

GP P-38 ace
WWIL

Aviation, teaturing Linda Finch, around the World Aviatrix and he
[_\!k'l\huud I-];'..'I ra 10E,

Linda seemed amazed 1o learn that we st Fighter Group pilots i
our single seat P-38"¢ were roaming across the North Atlantic in

July 1942, Bolero Mission, the then tledgling Sth AT first big

push.
This was only 15 vears after Lindbergh and 10 vears after Amelia

Earhart.

First of World War II Fighting Ladys Series

Memphis Belle

Hand Painted Porcelain Collectors Decanters
Only 1500 made ® Mold broken ® #1 To #1500 ® $29.95 Plus $4.95 S&H in USA

* Memphis Belle Decanter
Tall by 6 1/27" Wide

* Porcelain P-51 Mustang
41
Memphis Belle Story and Sth

Jug made in Scotland

3 1/27 Tall by 2 1/4 Wide
Air Force Color Insignia on

back of Decanter

* Porcelain 30th Anniversary

Reno Air Race

Call
1-888-744-7221 with
Visa or Mastercard or
Send Check or Money
Order To

* P-51 Decanter with P-51

story on the back
4 147 Tall by 4 34" Wide

Get all 3
Decanters for
$45.00 Plus
$5.00 S&H in
USA

Capt. Dug Picking
P.O. Box 30077
Laughlin, NV 89028
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HOW ABOUT IT?

Someone had said, "Character is what we are in the dark.” The writer who
penned these words didn’t know the half of the story if he had never been on a
dark. night-misston over war-time England with evervthing blacked out. Ina
situation like this, the navigator is indispensable in directing the mission to the
target and then, gerting the crew and aireraft back to thar almost invisible piece
of English countryside that we called *home.”

The trip to the target was successiul, so successtul that Nazi night fighvers
came out i full force to intercept us. We eluded them. However, when they
followed us home in the dark and began flying over English soil, our principal
navigational aids, the Radio Bunchers and Splasher beacons were suddenly and
deliberately turned off. There were no visible landmarks below, all lights on
the ground were extinguished. There was an overcast sky which eliminated the
possibility of celestial navigation, and all of our directional radios were silent.
There were no ¢lues! We droned on following the same heading for awhile and
then the navigator’s message on the intercom broke the silence. “Chiel," he
said, *we're lost!™ This was indeed, very disturbing news. Then he came
through again...he remembered hearing of an emergency system the RALE,
used for helping “lost™ and erippled bombers find their way home. It was
known by the code name “Darkee.” Bur what was the frequency? As if by
Divine inspiration it came, 4.200 kilocveles! The radio knobs were quickly
turmed to 4.200. “Hello Darkee, Hello Darkee.” We waited, then repeated our
call, “Hello Darkee, Hello Darkee, this is Eglan B. Baker, ‘over.™
Silence...then a response, “Eglan B. Baker, this is Darkee... how may [ help
you?” The accant was distinctively British but sounded like the voice of an
angel. *Darkee, this is Eglan B. Baker, we are lost...please direct us to Station
120." (This was our home base). “Roger, this 1s Darkee. Circle and 1 will give
vou directions.” In a few moments, this unseen subject of the King of England
down on the ground came back on the radio. “Eglan B. Baker. this is Darkee,
take up a heading of 345 degrees. We will be in touch.” “Roger. Darkee, and
thank vou.”

We sertled down with our directional mnstructions, not knowing our exact
location but feeling some assurance. Again the English accent, "Hello Eglan B.
Baker, this is Darkee. Keep vour heading of 345 degrees and tollow the
lights.” We acknowledged but that phrase ‘follow the lights' was puzzling.
Then, as if by magic, two vertical shafts of light from flood lamps below
appeared. then slowly they scanned downward towards our heading. Then
once again. vertically and sweeping downward toward our compass heading of
345 degrees. As we moved towards our base, repeatedly different shafts of
lights came on, directing us homeward, Darkee informed us we were near and
suddenly, a beautitul green flare burst into the sky from almost directly below.
Darkee reported, "circle to the left, vou are over the field,” the faint runway
lights were turned on for us. We lowered our landing gear, dropped the flaps,
and we found home in darkness.

Hundreds of years ago. David the King of Israel spoke these words. “Unto
the upright. there ariseth a light in the darkness.” Back in 1944 we were guided
home because we asked. 'We followed the simple instructions of a subject of
the King. He wasn't a kev military figure; he didn’t get his name in headlines;
he just patiently waited, silent and alone at his stavion with the knowledge thar
he and his radio transmitter were the answer to someone's survival. Today, if
we ask, there is still light available for all of us o
direct us away from the enemy and to point us
“)\‘-’.’“’d h()l’“k‘q

Earl E. Wassom
Chaplain, Tennessee Chaprer

Earl Wassom has written a Chaplain’s column
for The Tennessee Flyover for several years. He
was a pilot with the 466th BG and is the incom-
ing President af the Second Air Division Association.

February 1998 (98-1)

Thank You!

[ 'wish to express my sincere gratitude to the men
and women of the 8th Air Foree Historical Society,
[ was Ilﬂlll'rl'cd 4l vour ]&\l I’L‘Unil}l‘l as a recipient ol
the Ira C. Eaker Award. My wife and | were truly
impressed with the accommaodations provided and
the sincere warmth and hospitality of all the mem-
bers we met. A special thanks to the members of
the 392nd Bomb Group. who hosted the award win-
ners.

»I-l' receive \U-L‘h Aan I]Uﬂ“r h‘l‘l“ menw i]l\ pll[ thl.'lr
lives on the line daily to achieve victory in Europe
was truly humbling. The men who flew the missions
into hostile termtory have always awed me. The fact
that the Mightyv 8th was never turned back by enems
action speaks volumes about true heroism,

[ still do not believe vou were standing to applaud
our actions, when it was we who should have
applauded you. My fellow crewmembers and 1 were
all in awe. We felt we were lucky to be there when
the call came in o participate in a rescue mission
that resulted in saving a lite.

I am honored to be a member of this organization
of great people. and hope to be able to acuvely par-
ticipate in future events, Once again, [ would like to
say “THANK YOU?™ for this great honor.

Robert W Bartee, MSgt, USAI
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Frank McKinley

sketched these pictures in his notebook while overseas

szr skad': was done of the inside of an English train, on one qf my This is a view of Glascow, Scotland. I was made a temporary MP
trips to London. while on the Queen Mary troop ship (on the return to the USA). My

: duty was at the shellgate door checking passes and catching a line from
small boats and tying them up.

= . = This is probably typical of any Bomb Group in the 8th Air Force. Hur
This is a sketch which was done after I had completed my missions : o) tote buildi B
and was on my way home. This scene is of the “separation center” at St el G L e

Stone, England. Looking straight down the path is the MPs quarters:
off to the right you see a small piece of where the tennis courts were.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
€th AFHS ANNUAL REUNION

OCTOBER 13-1¥, 199%
CHERRY HILL HILTON, CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSQEY




