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Happy July 4th!
Independence
Day 2000

HERITAGE

There in the shabby Inn the jukes are still . . .
A Soldier stands, uncertain and alone,
Then asks for change from one last crumpled bill
And calls his Girl upon the telephone . . .
Her voice comes dancing down the thread of miles,
Her words are all the music he will need,
She speaks a magic phrase . . . the youngster smiles . . .
And they are still as precious moments speed;

Time's up for him . . . but also for his Foe—
For now he knows what he is fighting for:
The bungalow they looked at long ago . . .
The old job back . . . kids playing on the floor . . .
A picnic on the fourth of each July . . .
A flag that waves unconquered in the sky!
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